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THE BULLETIN  

SERBIAN AMERICANS and CENSUS 2010 
GOAL:  

1,000,000 Americans of Serbian Heritage 

 
Estimates are that there are over one million Americans of 
Serbian ancestry. Previous Census figures show a little over 
140,000. These numbers are important for many reasons: 
statistical reality, political leverage and more.  
 
As an official partner with Census 2010 the Serbian Unity 
Congress has been working to implement our plan to reach 
as many Americans of Serbian heritage as possible to be 
sure that they participate in the Census, that they under-

stand exactly how to fill out the Census form and that we 
each declare our Serbian heritage correctly.  
We have printed and mailed thousands of brochures...  
 >>> p.5  

BE A CENSUS COORDINATOR  

FOR YOUR COMMUNITY  

Serbian Unity Congress 

20th Anniversary Convention 
September 26-­27, 2010 

The event will highlight the 
challenges and             
accomplishments of our 
people and our             
organization during the 
last 20 years.  
 

The Future: Our Profes-
sional Network  
 

We will also project the 
plans for the future, which 
will focus >>> p.3  

Save the date 

In the fall of 1990 the Serbian Unity Congress was launched at its first 
convention in Cleveland, Ohio. This year will mark the 20th anniversary 

of our founding.  
 
To celebrate we are planning a 20th anniversary convention this fall. 
The date is set, the guest and meeting rooms are reserved for a very 
special event in the beautiful Renaissance Hotel in downtown       
Cleveland.  
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Letter from the President  

Twenty years ago in 1990, a new Serbian Diaspora        

organization was born and held its first convention in  
Cleveland, Ohio.  

 

At that time the former Yugoslavia was decentralizing and 

there was much hope for a better future. The founders of 
the Serbian Unity Congress came together around a dream 

to harness Diaspora talent and goodwill and contribute to 
the betterment of the Serbian people in the Homeland. 

Work started for cooperation in various fields, but was cut 
short by developments in Yugoslavia.  

 
The failing policies of the former system, repressed ethnic 

rivalries and conflicting domestic and international interests 
and other factors collided with disastrous results for     

Yugoslaviaôs people. Our organization turned to working to 
counter the subsequent onslaught of policies and public  

relations that were to the detriment of Serb peopleôs      
interests.  

  
Much was done that has had a very positive impact over the 

years: projects of humanitarian aid, promotion of           
democratization in Serbia (Council for Democratic Changes, 

building support for opposition in Serbia, St. Andre        
Conference), successful work with the International Criminal    

Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, and an unparalleled 
record of some of the most precious examples of our     

cultural heritage was created by our Blago Fund.  
 

This year our existing programs will continue ï 

Serbian American Voice (Voice), Diaspora Homeland Bridge 

(Bridge) and Culture and Society. Each program has its own 
set of projects we will pursue this year.  

 
The objective of the Voice Program is to increase the     

participation of our community in the democratic process of 
the United States by exercising their voter rights and     

responsibilities. Each project will have its individual goals:  
1. Census 2010 ï increase number of Americans of 

Serbian heritage in the Census to the estimated 
1,000,000;  

2. Voter Registration ï all members of our commu-
nity registered to vote in the fall;  

3. Know Your Congressional Representative ï each 
of our communities introduce themselves to and 

meet with their Congresswoman/man and Senator 

before the elections; and  

4. Get Out the Vote ï all qualified voters in our         

community vote in the elections.  

 
By being part of the democratic process, our voice will be 
stronger and the image and reputation of our community will 

continue to improve. The above projects can only enhance our 
ability as a people to promote our communityôs interests. For the 

causes we advocate, this participation strengthens our ability to 
inform our policy and opinion makers.  

 
Our Bridge Programs ï Round Table, Business Linkage and   

Society and Culture ï will be continuing projects in new stages 
and starting new ones. Some of this remains to be determined 

by the grants we succeed in receiving. We will be informing you 
of these developments as they evolve.  

 
We are also introducing a new program: the Serbian Professional 

Network. A year ago we established the  Serbian Professional 
Network on LinkedIn, a businessoriented social networking site 

on the Internet. Our network is now among the three largest 
Serbian  networks on LinkedIn with about 1,000 members. We 

also established a young Serbian professionals network on Face-
book. The goal is to expand these networks,    specialize by 

fields and maximize their potential to the members.  
 

We will also continue the work we started last year to modernize 
our communication tools by taking advantage of various new 

technological applications. Our web site continues to expand and 
evolve. We will continue to   increasingly integrate social media 

tools such as LinkedIn and Facebook into our operations.  
 

And last but not least, we are planning to celebrate our 20th 
anniversary at our next convention, which has been scheduled 

for September 24 -26 in the beautiful Renaissance Hotel in  
Cleveland, Ohio, the place of our very first convention.  

 
There is much to do but our goals are defined, we are  

focused and our approach clear. We look forward to a  
productive year together.  

 

 
 

Dear Members  

and Friends  

Mirjana Samardzija  

To see this Bulletin online go to:  

Monthly Bulletin Page  

http://www.serbianunity.com/serbianunitycongress/monthly-bulletin
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20th Anniversary Convention  

20th Anniversary Convention  

Cleveland, Ohio  

September 24 -25  

Renaissance Hotel  

24 Public Square  

Cleveland, Ohio 44113  

Cleveland, Ohio  

Rooms: $119 per night for convention guests  
Preferred rate deadline: August 31, 2010  

 
(Preferred rate rooms on a First Come First 

Serve Basis)  

The Renaissance is a sophisticated downtown Cleveland hotel located on Public Square and connected to 
Tower City Center's exclusive boutiques, restaurants and cinema. Within walking distance to Progressive 
Field, Quicken Loans Arena and the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, this luxury hotel features vaulted ceilings, 
high arched windows and a beautiful marble fountain. A city landmark, the historic Renaissance       
Cleveland Hotel was built in 1918 and its architecture reflects Cleveland's unique style and rich history.  
Experience the property's fine dining establishment, Sans Souci, serving guests award -winning        
Mediterranean cuisine.  

Convention Continued from p.1  

 
on programs and policy as in the past.  

 
This year we will also be introducing a new 

professional networking program for the                      
Serbian Professional Network we have 

been building with a focus on professional 

areas for which the Cleveland area has 

rich opportunities, such as health.  

 

Cleveland Team  

 
Our Cleveland convention team is led by 

the indefatigable duo Mira and Milan 
Damljanovic. Alex Machakee is providing 

support as our event advisor. Mira will be 
putting a convention team together over 

the next few months.  
 

We expect guests from around the globe.  

 

Make your plans early. It will be a great 

event. 

Professional Networking at the Convention  

The Serbian Professional Network 

that we established has grown to 
around 1,000 professionals mostly in 

North America. At this time the net-
work communicates via the LinkedIn 

program on the Internet, a wonderful 
medium through which to connect.  

 
However, there is nothing like personal 

contact. At this time there is no venue 
that gives Serbian professionals an 

opportunity to meet with professionals 
in their own fields. Such venues allow 

development of mentorships, intern-
ships, job possibilities, joint projects 

and of course friendships.  
Additionally, many of our professionals 

are involved with various programs in 
Serbia, Bosnia and elsewhere in the 

former Yugoslavia.  
 

Our convention program will facilitate  

new relationships and open new            

opportunities for our professionals. We are 
also open to your suggestions in this re-

gard.  
 

If you are not already a member of the 
Serbian Professional Network you can join 

by going to LinkedIn and signing up or call-
ing Ivana at (202) 463 - 8643.  

LinkedIn >>>  

http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=50851
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Diaspora News  

Serbiaôs Ministry for Diaspora 

 Is Leading the Initiative to Integrate Serbiaôs Diaspora 

Minister for Diaspora SrĽan Sreĺkoviĺ has opened a discussion on the topic of creating about 

five seats in Serbiaôs Parliament for representatives of Serbian Diaspora (outside of areas of 
former Yugoslavia) and Serbs in the region (other areas of former Yugoslavia).  

 
The timing of this initiave coincides with the adoption of a law on Diaspora.  

 
The Serbian Unity Congress is pleased to see at last positive movement by Serbia on formally 

integrating its Diaspora in its affairs. Minister Sreckovic is responsible for taking a leadership 
role in expanding and improving the relationship.  

 
We have been following both developments and provided input into the Law on Diaspora draft 

legislation. See our input  . The Ministry for Diaspora itself is a product of a proactive effort by 
the Diaspora, led by Serbian Unity Congress several years ago. See Diaspora Law  .              

Go to Ministry site Serbian  or English .  
 

Serbiaôs population is an estimated 62% of Serbs worldwide. Serbs in all the territories of 
former Yugoslavia constitute 76% of Serbs worldwide. Diasporaôs financial contribution to 

Serbia has averaged 4 billion US dollars annually since 2004. This is a badly neglected source 
of support to Serbiaôs economy and society that Serbia cannot afford to continue to ignore. 

See financial analysis by Dr. Zvonko Ġoġeviĺ for Economist magazine on our web site >>>  

Rasprava o moguĺnosti da srpska dijaspora ima svoje predstavnike 

Izjava ministra za dijasporu SrĽana 

Sreĺkoviĺa novinskoj agenciji Tanjug: 
 

Ministarstvo za dijasporu ģeli da otvori 
javnu debatu o moguĺnosti da srpska 

dijaspora ima svoje predstavnike u re-
publiļkom parlamentu. 

 
Naġa ideja je da se analizira moguĺnost 

da predstavnici rasejanja imaju, na 
primer, pet poslanika u Skupġtini Srbije 

sa ģeljom da simboliļno demonstriramo 

jedinstvo drģave Srbije i svih graĽana koji ģive 

van granica naġe zemlje bez obzira na versku i 
nacionalnu pripadnost, ali i pripadnika srpskog 

naroda koji ģive u regionu. 
 

Ne postoji ni ģelja ni namera da dijaspora utiļe 
na prekomponovanje politiļke scene Srbije veĺ 

bi njeno uļeġĺe u parlamentu bilo jasan znak  
da drģava Srbija nastavlja mnogo aktivniju I 

odgovorniju dugoroļnu politiku prema rasejanju 
imajuĺi u vidu ļinjenicu da gotovo ļetiri miliona 
naġih ljudi ģivi van granica naġe zemlje. 

Uveren sam da bi ova inicijativa dala dobre 
efekte é, pa oļekujem da sve relevantne 
institucije, nevladine organizacije i ugledni 
pojedinci javno iznesu svoje argumente za i 

protiv i da nakon jedne ġiroke javne rasprave 
doĽemo do odgovarajuĺeg zakljuļka. More 
>>> 

SERBS AROUND THE WORLD  

 

Serbs in the Former Yugoslavia  Serbs in Regions Around the World  

http://www.serbianunity.com/serbianunitycongress/pdf/position_papers/diaspora_law/The_Serbian_Unity_Congress_response_to_Diaspora_law_draft.pdf
http://www.mzd.gov.rs/download/dokumenti/Zakon_o_dijaspori.pdf
http://www.mzd.gov.rs/cyr/Default.aspx
http://www.mzd.gov.rs/Eng/Default.aspx
http://www.serbianunity.com/serbianunitycongress/pdf/world_of_serbs/Sosevic_study_-Dijaspora_jaca_od_MMFa_final.pdf
http://www.mzd.gov.rs/News/NewsDetail.aspx?id=2&cid=1083
http://www.mzd.gov.rs/News/NewsDetail.aspx?id=2&cid=1083
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Program: Serbian American Voice  

2010: Year of Opportunity  
Improving Our Visibility  

The Serbian American community has traditionally not been politically organized in 

the US. This year our Voice Program will have four projects to remedy that: cam-
paigns to activate our community to increase their participation in our democratic 

process to achieve greater representation of the Serbian American community in 
the decisions of our country.  

 
Building Networks  

 
Our approach will involve building networks of representatives in our community 

around the nation through which we can mobilize Serbian Americans to participate 

in each of the campaigns and strengthen the visibility and influence of our commu-

nity.  

Making Sure We Are Counted  

Voter Registration  
 

We will be launching a campaign so 

everyone who qualifies is registered 
to vote. Our web site will allow you 

to go directly into your stateôs regis-
tration information for necessary 

forms and information on what to 
do. We will also be mass emailing to 

activate everyone to register.  

GET INVOLVED:  

VOLUNTEER  

Know Your Representative  
 
In this election year, we have a 

perfect opportunity to let our repre-

sentatives meet our communities, 

know what we care about and what 
we want them to do for us. They 

work for us. But it is up to us to 
take the effort to meet them and 

communicate what we want. We will 
be providing information to all of 

our members: talking points, how 
to contact their representatives, 

information to leave with them.  

Get Out the Vote  
 
We all need to go out and vote. We 

will be developing positions on issues 
important to our community. You will 

have them to present to representa-
tives running in your district and 

state, as a Serbian American com-
munity and ask for their support for 

your vote.  

Census Continued from p.1  

 
and supporting materials and are distributing to 

our communities throughout the country. We are 
starting a media campaign, which will continue  

until April 1.  
 

Our churches are beginning to post the informa-
tion on their own web sites. The Washington Post 

and others have cited our Census effort with a 
link to our web site. Radio Avala in Chicago is 

airing ads and our interviews on the Census. We 
now have coordinators in different Phoenix, Chi-

cago, Cleveland, Boston, San Diego, and more. 

Activate your community. Call us (202) 463 -

8643  
 

The next page offers instructions on how to claim 
your Serbian ancestry correctly. The answer goes 

in the question on race which has two parts: 
1)  race and Asian ethnicity, and 2) other      

ethnicity, which can apply to all European ethnic 
groups. These are specific instructions from   

Census 2010.  
Results will be manually entered into the Census 

data system.  
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Project: Census 2010  

Census 2010 GOAL :  

1,000,000 Serbian Americans  

What You Can Do To Make This Happen  
 

Census 2010 Calendar  

 
1.  Know the when and how of filing. See more SUC web 

site >>>  
 
2. Tell all your friends how to get informed.  
 
3. Go to our ñCAUSEò on Facebook ñBe Counted as  an 
American of Serb Heritageò and f >>>  
 �‡���-�R�L�Q���W�K�H���F�D�X�V�H 
 �‡�,�Q�Y�L�W�H���D�O�O���\�R�X�U���6�H�U�E�L�D�Q���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���R�Q���)�D�F�H�E�R�R�N���W�R��  
   join  
 
4. Become a national Serbian American Census 2010 Co-
ordinator for your community. We will provide you with 
all materials.  
 

Call Ivana at (202) 463 -8643 or email 
icerovic@serbianunity.org  

 
AND  

 
Please help us continue to spread the word to the whole 
community. Your organization is leading the charge and 
we need your help to cover the cost.  

 

$$ PLEASE DONATE >>>  $$  

HOW TO FILL IN THE CENSUS FORM TO 

REFLECT YOUR SERBIAN ANCESTRY  

The first person in the household filling in the    
Census 2010 form will answer the Question 9 as it 

shows below:  

If a household has more than one 
person, second, third, fourth, fifth, 
and sixth person will answer the Question 6 as it 

See Form on next page.  
Online:  

Census site in Serbian >>>  
Census form in Serbian >>>  

Census 2010 Calendar  

February 2010 ï April 2010 -  Questionnaire Assistance Centers and Be Counted sites open to answer questions  

March 2010 -  United States Postal Service (USPS) delivers census questionnaires  
April 1, 2010 -  CENSUS Day Send your questionnaire back!  

May 2010 ï July 2010 -  Census takers follow up with households that did not return questionnaires  
December 31, 2010 -  U.S. Census Bureau delivers apportionment counts to the President  

Enter  
Race and  
Ethnicity  

Enter  
Race and  
Ethnicity  

Enter  
Other  
Ethnicity  

Enter  
Other  
Ethnicity  


