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Current estimates are that there are over 1 million Americans with Serb
ancestry. The 2000 US Census statistics show numbers much lower
than that. This statistic has significant political weight for any community
and is a factor in the political weight its interests are given.

The Serbian Unity Congress signed

the National Cooperation Agreement

with the Census Bureau a few months ago. We would like to improve the
number of people declaring their Serbian ancestry or ethnicity. We are
notifying all our members and friends about how to participate. Look for

our mailing with instructions.

continued on page 4

Our Board has continued to maintain
and regularly expand our relationships
in Washington with the US Congress,
the Executive Branch and other opinion
and policy makers. Our most recent
work involves property rights in Kosovo,
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negotiations in the RS to close the

Office of the High Representative and
move Bosnia and Herzegovina on its .
path to integrating into Europe and
NATO and new work on war crimes.
Detailed stories follow in this newsletter. |
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Dear Members

and Friends

During the last several months the Serbian Unity
Congress has been very busy implementing
administrative changes, updating our communication
systems and carrying out our many projects.

These changes are allowing us to once again
communicate with our members and friends and keep
you apprised of the work of your organization, as with
this newsletter.

The Serbian Unity Congress developed its web site
during the very early years of the Internet. With time it
grew in content with information on our activities and
the history of our culture. It became rich with
information. However, as with all older sites, it was in
need of a complete redo. We have been developing
a new web site that will still provide rich content but
will be easier to navigate and will be interactive and
fun with many new features.

Our data base system had also been developed
many years ago and we have now switched to a new
and much more flexible one.

As part of our Serbian American Voice program we
are engaging Serbian American communities around
the country to participate in the 2010 Census. This is
a very important part of the democratic process we
should all take advantage of in that the larger our
numbers the better we are heard in Washington.

At the end of September the Serbian Unity Congress
held a Diaspora — Homeland Round Table in
Cleveland, Ohio. Our Belgrade operation organized a
business delegation from Serbia that accompanied
President Tadich’s visit. The delegation met with
leading representatives of the academic and business
communities in Cleveland and explored possible
business cooperation. Some of these have started.

Our work on the Kosovo property rights issue
continues. Continuing lack of access to the
owners’ right to their properties has been a key
deterrent to Serb returns. Our data gathering has
engaged institutions of the Serbian government,
UN and other international organizations and the
US government. Our team includes members
experienced in human rights and this specific
issue in Kosovo through work in key international
agencies there. We will be turning to you to
participate in our campaign to inform our policy
makers about this problem to effect a change and
enable the Serbian people to return to their homes
in Kosovo.

We are in the process of working with the US
Departments of Justice and Homeland Security to
locate persons involved in war crimes against
Serbs who are living in the US so that they could
be deported. Our war crimes team is experienced.
Team members were also involved in our war
crimes work in the last 90s that helped get the first
conviction at the War Crimes Tribunal for the
Celebici case. See the article in this newsletter
and learn how you can help.

This year we spun off our Belgrade office into a
separate legal entity, sister organization. Itis now
a Serbia non-governmental organization. We
continue to provide support to each other and
share in the work of our projects that brings
together Diaspora and Homeland efforts. The new
status enables procurement of financial support for
our projects from a larger pool of sources.

In that regard Serbian Unity Congress — Serbia
has just received two grants for Phase Il of our
Round Table on Rehabilitation and Restitution
project. The grants come from the European
Marshall Fund and Serbia’s Ministry for Diaspora.

We have been following the developments in
Republic of Srpska with the most recent
negotiations and have been in communication with
both its representatives and our State Department.
Please see our position paper in this newsletter.

Mirjana Samardzija



Serbian Unity Congress - Serbia
Receives Marshall Fund Grant

The Serbian Unity Congress Round
Table Program has been carrying out
projects that contribute to the
development of civil society in Serbia.
They identify social needs that need to
be addressed more seriously and bring
their issues to light.

To date our Belgrade operation has
held Round Tables on Ministry for
Diaspora, Foundations, Rehabilitation
and Restitution. The format engages

Round Table on Restitution, Belgrade

Serbia’s experts in the process of
identifying and assessing the
problem and through team work
producing recommendations for
a problem solving path. Thus far
our Round Tables have spurred
movement to make these
changes, has influenced new
legislation and made SUC a
recognized source for such
change.

Slavka
Draskovic
Executive

Director of
QlIC-S[erhia
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Rehabilitation and restitution are
requirements for entry into the
EU, and Serbia is the only one of
the former socialist countries not
to have enacted a law to resolve
them. Our Round Table on these
issues is recognized to have
spurred movement on the same.
To enable our work to continue to
contribute to this necessary
process the European Marshall
Fund has just issued a grant to
our sister organization Serbian
Unity Congress-Serbia to
continue with Phase Il. The
Ministry for Diaspora has also
issued a grant for this effort.

DR. MICHAEL PRAVICA JOINS SUC

BOARD

We are pleased to announce that Dr.
Michael Pravica has joined the Serbian
Unity Congress Board as Treasurer.
Dr. Pravica is an associate professor of
physics at the University of Nevada, Las
Vegas (UNLV). Born and raised in
Chicago, IL, he attended Caltech and
Harvard for his Bachelors and Doctoral

degrees respectively in physics.

For many months now we have been hard at work developing a brand new web

site.

Our new web manager, Negoslav Radosavljevic is an experienced web site
developer. Much of his development time has been a donation of his services

and we are very appreciative.

The new site will be interactive and will have many new features. You will learn
about all the activities we have been involved with in 2009. In the next couple of
days simply go to the old web site and you will be linked to the new one.
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Last month The Democratic
National Committee’s Ethnic
Advisory Committee appointed
Danica Oparnica, a Serbian Unity
Congress member Vice Chair of the
Committee.

Danica lives in Phoenix and is an
active member of her community.
She has been politically active all
her life and got the political bug from
her grandfather, Milan Budisavljevic.

Danica worked with the Serbian
Unity Congress work on war crimes
in the 90s locating and organizing
our witnesses for the Celebici trial at
the Hague. It was in fact among the
Phoenix Serb witnesses that a key
piece of evidence that helped clinch
the conviction was located.

The Ethnic Advisory Committee is a
body that serves as a medium
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through which the Democratic Party
reaches the hundreds of ethnic
communities throughout the United
States.

During the last presidential
campaign the Obama Campaign
very actively engaged the Ethnic
Relations Committee a body that
consisted of representatives of US
ethnic communities. The Serbian
American community was among
the ethnic groups represented on
that committee during the last
election. Five of the members
representing the Serbian community
were Serbian Unity Congress
members.

Since the election the members of
the Serbian American group have
worked to retain the group as a
permanent body. This effort has
been led by Danica. This

appointment presents a very
important opportunity for our
community to increase our access to

this Administration. Congratulations
Nanirel

It is important to be a part of the
process and be counted. We would
like to see both Republican and
Democrat Serbian Americans with t
their own national network. Our
Washington Office checked with the
Republican Party to see if they had a
similar committee. They do not. We
urge our Republican members to
create a permanent Serbian
American Republican network. Both
parties need to be taking into
consideration our interests.

The White House invited various
American ethnic communities to
contribute Christmas tree ornaments
to be hung on the White House
Christmas Tree. Danica Oparnica
and Slavica Ristic both members in
Phoenix contributed several

ornaments of which two were selected.

The Serbian Unity Congress was invited to take a Christmas White House
tour. Several of our Washington DC members participated. Among them
were our Trustee Predrag Pajic and current Washington Office Director
Ivana Cerovic and former Washington Office Director Andrew Verich.




September 20-22, the Serbian Unity
Congress held a Diaspora-Homeland
business linkage Round Table in
Cleveland, Ohio in conjunction with
the visit by President Tadich.

The events included a reception and
dinner with the Serbian community in
Cleveland, meetings with the Ohio
business community and political
leadership, visit to the Serbian
Cultural Garden, and the SUC Round
Table.

The business delegation from Serbia
included the President of Agrobanka,
Director of Hotel Slavija, Director of
Jat Apartmani, President of Omnistok
among others along with
representatives from the Ministry for
Diaspora.

The delegation met with the Dean of
the Business School of Cleveland
State University, representatives of
Ohio’s and Cleveland’s governments,
members of the Chamber of
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Senator George Voinovich and President Boris

Commerce and other business community members and visited the
Mayo clinic. Members of Cleveland Serbian community also joined the
Round Table.

Business delegation members have already started to work with
business connections made during the SUC Round Table Program.

Our Trustee Alex Machaskee organized all of the activities. The event
was held at the Marriott Hotel in downtown Cleveland.
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Fifteen years after the international
community took over administration of
Kosovo and after over 200,000 non-
Albanian Kosovo minorities were
expelled and their homes destroyed
or usurped our data shows that only
7.1% have registered as returned.

A major factor is the failure of the
Kosovo government and the
international administration to enable
the affected population to gain access
to their right to their properties.

Albanians comprise 88% of Kosovo,
Serbs 8% and others 4%. Of the
properties destroyed 6.8% were
Albanian and 93.2% were non-
Albanian. Of unresolved property
claim cases Albanian share is 15%
and the minorities' share is 85%. The
disproportions of these numbers are
too blatant to ignore.

The US has appropriated $1.5 billion
to Kosovo since 1999 for a variety of
uses, mostly to support the building of

a democratic state that respects their properties so that they can

and enforces the rule of law.

do so. Our team includes

That clearly has not happened members with many years of

and our tax dollars, given

experience on the ground in

unconditionally have not been Kosovo on this subject.
used to achieve the mandated

intent. Much more will be available on
the new web site: studies, our

We are working with our friends communication and more.
in Congress to examine this
problem and find ways to enable HOW CAN YOU HELP?
the Kosovo minorities who want
to return to reclaim the right to Call (202) 463-8643.

1

Other ;
ﬁ S POPULATION
: C




Since 1995 Bosnia and
Herzegovina have been under
international supervision and the
Office of the High Representative
has ruled with absolute power. The
process of self-rule has been
impeded.

The majority of the population
wants to move toward EU
accession and free movement
throughout Europe. To do so a
number of conditions have to be
met. What must change has been
at the core of negotiations now
under way for several months.

The EU and the US presented the
political leaders of Bosnia with a
recommended package of
conditions. The parties have so far
been unable to come to agreement.

The Serbian Unity Congress has
been in communication with the US
State Department, Quinn Gillespie
Associates, QGA, Republika
Srpska'’s lobby firm and with
Premier Dodik's cabinet. Our
concern has been to do what we
can to impress upon our
government in the US that the
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Sulejman Tihic (L), Milorad Dodik
(C) and Dragan Covic, Bosnian
Muslim, Serb and Croat leaders
speak before their meeting with
Western diplomats at a military
camp in Sarajevo® suburb of
Butmir, October 20, 2009, in this
picture released by European
Forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina
(EUFOR). Bosnia® rival Serb,
Muslim and Croat leaders rejected
on Tuesday a reform package
proposed by EU and U.S. envoys
but agreed to resume talks in hope
to find some common ground to
overcome a political stalemate.

Republika Srpska's rights, mostly protected by the entity veto mechanism
provided by Dayton, not be diminished. We have communicated our position
and recommendations to the State Department, who brief us regularly.

We were early to see the implementation of Turkey's new geopolitical
strategy, which sees itself as the new center of the Islamic world and Bosnia
as its sphere of influence. Our letter of concern to the Spanish Foreign
Minister was delivered to the Spanish Embassy and receipt by the Minister
confirmed. You can learn more and see both on our new web site.

Bosniak

Croat

Serb

other

42%

n

" Bosnia and Herzegovina should be

divided into up to 5 or 6 economic
regions

Arrangement of the state should
remain unchanged

®Third, Croatian entity should be
formed

B Entities should be abolished

B&H should be divided into three
independent States

EDKNA

National Democratic Institute Poll Results




December 2009 Issue

04

)$HS # # # &

"HSH% &' (PH HUR" * #'$*
## % US+ & "#
#"$<%* #"$*%* #*’*+* -

$ 9 $ #

An American Story

William George Salatich died at age
87 at his home in Northfield, lllinois,
after a long struggle with congestive
heart failure. Mr. Salatich was born
to Serbian immigrants in Chicago.
Though he came from a modest
beginning, his hard work and
success in the field of business
earned him his position as president
of Gillette North America. He was a
remarkable man who received many
commendations and awards,
including the Horatio Alger Award
from the American Schools and
Colleges Association, as well as
Citation for Merit from the National
Conference of Christians and Jews.

Mr. Salatich grew up on the North
Side of Chicago in a Serbian
neighborhood. After graduating from
Lane Technical High School at 16,
he went to work in a factory and later
managed a bowling alley and drove
a taxi before enlisting in the United
States Army. After being discharged
from the Army in 1945 and

performing extremely well Mr.
Salatich landed a position as a
manager overseeing production for
Gillette in a territory on the South
Side of Chicago. Through devoted
hard work, over the course of thirty-
two years he rose through the ranks
of the corporation and eventually
became President and Vice-
Chairmanship of the Board. Under
his leadership Gillette diversified and
became one of the most successful
companies of its type.

Mr. Salatich retired from Gillette in
1979, and devoted his time to offer
support to his beloved wife, Dawn,
who was in the final stages of her
battle with breast cancer. During the
ensuing thirty years he was involved
in many ventures and served on a
number of corporate boards
including those of the Motorola
Corporation, Eastern Gas and Fuel
Company, New England Merchant's
Bank, and Advance Corporation of
Cable & Broadcast Television. Mr.
Salatich was also a trustee of the
Massachusetts Eye and Ear Hospital
and the Eisenhower Medical Center
in Palm Springs, and a long time
director of the Bob Hope Desert
Classic, a charity golf tournament. In
1973 he received an honorary
doctorate in business administration
from Curry College in Milton,
Massachusetts.

Alongside his hard work and
success in the corporate world, Mr.
Salatich gave much time and energy
to charities, to his church, and to his
family. Bill Salatich has long been an
inspiration to Serb-Americans
everywhere. He was always proud of
his Serbian heritage, and he

supported Serb-Americans in many
ways all his life. He was a loyal
member of the Serbian Unity
Congress. As easily as he could sing
Serbian songs with his friends, Mr.
Salatich could have a good-humored
but involved conversation with the
President of the United States about
the Serbian cause over a game of
golf.

Mr. Salatich is survived by his wife of
twenty-five years, Phyllis, his four
children (Natalie, Jean, William and
Sandra), nine grandchildren, three
great-grandchildren, brother Robert,
and his two stepsons.

He is much beloved by his
community, and though his passing
is seen as a great loss to many, his
memory will always serve as an
example of what it means to be not
only a pillar of the Serb-American
community, but also a businessman,
a philanthropist, a hard-worker, a
father and husband--indeed, a truly
whole person.

Vje naja Pamjat!
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Of Grace and Intellect

George Vid Tomashevich, Ph. D.,
Buffalo State College anthropology
professor emeritus, died Thursday in
his Berkeley, Calif., home. He was
82.

Dr. Tomashevich was of Serbian
origin, born in the city of Bocin in
what was then Yugoslavia. During
World War il along with his family he
was imprisoned in Croatian
concentration camps, which he
survived.

He came to the United States after
World World II.

He received his bachelor's degree in
sociology from Roosevelt University
and his master's and doctoral
degrees in anthropology from the
University of Chicago. He came to
Buffalo in 1968 to teach
anthropology at Buffalo State
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College and retired in 1995.

The anthropology department
named the Collins/ Tomashevich
Award, given to a graduating
anthropology major
demonstrating superior
leadership skills, after him and
June Collins, another founding
member of the department.

“He was a professor to the end.
He had exceptional passion for
literature, for the arts, for history
and for sociology. He will be
missed by his family, his students
and his readers,” said Pedja
Tomashevich, a nephew. For
many his nickname was “a
walking encyclopedia”.

Dr. Tomashevich was an
honorary member and founder of
several academic associations,
including Serbia's Writers
Association, which honored him
in 1997 as a recipient of the
Raspko Petrovic Award for
lifetime achievement.

He was widely published, and his
writings on the Bosnian war
appeared several times in The
Buffalo News in the 1990s.

Throughout his life Dr.
Tomashevich loved his Serbian
heritage and wrote a number of
definitive works on the history of
Serbian culture.

He supported numerous Serbian
organizations. He was a lifelong
member and loyal supporter of
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the Serbian Unity Congress.

During the difficult years in the
90's his defense of Serbs was
always dignified, factually
supported by his encyclopedic
memory and delivered with
unmatched elocution.

Dr. Tomashevich will be
remembered by those who knew
him for the humility with which he
shared his knowledge, for the
kindness that characterized his
attitude toward all, and for the
grace with which he handled his
unique intellect.

Survivors include a sister, Nada
Tomasevic, and a brother,
Vladimir Tomasevic.

Vje naja Pamjat!
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Members Set up
Serbian American Professional Networking

continued from page 1

We have mailed Census
information to all Serbian
Orthodox churches in the US. We
are organizing a network of local
community Census coordinators, ——
which will be the most important .
vehicle through which we will |
mobilize Serb Americans to
participate in the Census correctly —
so that we will be counted.

—
—

On January 15, 2008 Serbian Unity Congress members Dushica Protich,
BECOME A CENSUS Jelena McWilliams and lvana Cerovic founded the Serbian American
COORDINATOR Professional Networking group on LinkedIn. In less than two years we

have gathered almost 800 Serbian Americans.
Call our DC Office to volunteer)

463-8643 We would like you to join us. To sign up please visit:

If you would like to see the results
of the last Census please visit our
new web site.

http://www.linkedin.com/grouplnvitation?grouplD=50851&sharedKey=4E
911C16D0A2

Good luck with networking! NEW MAILING ADDRESS

Please note the Serbian
Unity Congress Washington
Office has a new mailing
th . 2010 . . address for:
20" Anniversary of the Serbian Unity Congress
Serbian Unity Congress
PO Box 32154

The first annual convention of the Serbian Unity Congress was held in Washington, DC

the fall of 1990 in Cleveland, Ohio. Much has been accomplished in 20007-1843

these 20 years and there is much more good work to come. Do plan

to join us next fall at our next convention to celebrate this very special o F

event. | paiborestd
WATCH FOR MORE NEWS ON OUR WEB SITE | u%
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Donate and Let’s Continue To Do Great Things

“For itisin giving that we receive.”
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What you have seen in this newsletter and what you will see on our web site shows you the contributions your
donations have made possible to both improving the standing of the Serbian American voice in the US and to
truly making a difference in the Homeland where our concrete programs are constructively helping the building
of civil society, an integral part of democratization and where our Business Linkage Program has enabled
growing business relationships between the business sector in Serbia and the US. Learn more on our web
site about the evolution of the Wine Study Program we initiated at the last convention, the technology summit
in Chicago, and the Cleveland business Round Table.

Our work has gained wide recognition thanks to your support. Today the State Department briefs us on
negotiations, work in Serbia and Kosovo, Bosnia & Hercegovina etc. We work closely with the Serbian
American Congressional Caucus. Our input and feedback are requested. This is extremely important for the
work we are now doing on Kosovo property rights of our people and in the defense of the entity rights of
Republika Srpska.

Our new data base management system is now going to allow us to communicate with you more easily and
regularly.

All of the above are the result of many years invested in building a reputation and a foundation on which future
work is built.

Please go to our web site to learn more about the work your support to date has enabled. There is much for
you to be proud of as investors in this wonderful legacy.
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PO Box 32154
Washington, DC
20007-1843

(202) 463-8643

Vasina 20
11000 Beograd
Serbia and Montenegro

+381 11 3282 893
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