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Two hundred years ago the Serbs from many
parts of Europe came together to assist their
brethren in the Ottoman-run part of Serbia to rid
themselves of the tyrannical janissaries.  What
started as an effort to, at minimum return to the
conditions before the butchery of the janissaries,
soon grew to demands for full autonomy for all of
Serbia within the Ottoman Empire and later for
independence.  This dynamic was fueled by the
introduction of ideas of national identity and
advanced military and administrative skills,
brought to the Serbs in the uprising by their fel-
low Serbs from or with experiences abroad, most
notably the leader of the uprising, Djordje
Petrovic, known as "Karadjorjde" or "Black
George".  The Serb revolution is recognized as
the beginning of the nationalist uprisings that
rocked early 19th century Europe and the
Ottoman and Austro-Hungarian Empires. 

Vuk Karadzic, a key contributor to the events of
early 19th century Serbian history summed up the
dynamic of that time.

Srbi, Svi I Svuda

In this issue we will begin with the first of a special
series on the Serbian Revolution or Srpski

Ustanak to be followed in each following issue. 

200th Anniversary
of  The Serbian Revolution
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear members and friends

Following the many recent holidays
we are back to work on the many
important programs on our agenda for

2004 and have had a very busy and productive month.

Bishop Artemije in Washington

Bishop Artemije from Kosovo & Metohija
was in Washington D.C. meeting with members of
Congress, the State Department, numerous think tanks and
other important figures.  The Serbian Unity Congress co-
sponsored with the Western Policy Center a special forum
for the Bishop. It was very well attended drawing many
attendees including representatives from the State
Department, Department of Defense and the US Congress. 

During his meeting with the State Department,
Bishop Artemije remarked that "It would be unfair to say
that there have been no improvements at all in Kosovo
since the war. But it is also disturbing that these improve-
ments, including primarily the return of war-time refugees,
reconstruction of war-damaged facilities, and the building of
institutions, have almost exclusively impacted the Kosovo
Albanian community. Kosovo Serbs have had almost no
concrete benefit from these ‘improvements,’ nor are they of
any use to them in resolving their burning issues concern-
ing a normal and free life". 

We hope to see Bishop Artemije at our
Convention later in the year.

The Albanian Lobby Does Not Sleep

As you might be aware, resolution HR 28 spon-
sored by the pro-Albanian members of Congress is still
active with  fresh attempts to revitalize it .  "Status before
benchmarks" is still the main selling point of those who pro-
mote independence for Kosovo, a point in direct contradic-
tion to our own position of "Benchmarks before status" that
is shared by the State Department as well as other mem-
bers of Congress.  However, the Albanian lobby is strong
and greatly supported by the Albanian community. 

We are working actively through our Washington
Office to double our efforts in this area participating in many
discussions representing the need to approach this issue
rationally:  first point of order must be to meet the conditions
stipulated in UN Resolution 1244 to guarantee a safe return
for all refugees and establish and reinforce safeguards for
the protection of all Kosovo people's human rights.
Anything less can only destabilize the whole region which
is not in the interest of either the nations in the region,
Europe or the United States. The same protections afect

Serbs from other parts of former
Yugoslavia and are on our agenda.
We will keep you informed on the sta-
tus of this issue regularly through the
Bulletin and our web site because the
Serbian Unity Congress is the primary means that our
Serbian American community has to articulate our con-
cerns and recommendations for peaceful and just solutions
to issues that affect the Serbian nation such as this one. 

Deconstructing the Srebrenica Story

Perhaps the most important issue used to justify
harmful one-sided policies toward Serbs is the lingering
effect of the official version of the events in Srebrenica. It is
time to aggressively research this topic in depth, and fight
back with facts and resolve. George Bogdanich, acclaimed
producer of the award-winning documentary "Yugoslavia,
The Avoidable War", recently approached the Serbian Unity
Congress with a proposal to support a new project to do
just that.  An international group of scholars will address the
Srebrenica story from various angles and provide an accu-
rate picture of what really happened. We have agreed to
help and will inform you in more detail as the project pro-
gresses. 

Unraveling of Distortions Begins

Last month we also saw the beginning of a very
important development - the unraveling of the media mis-
representation of facts during the wars in the former
Yugoslavia.  USA Today had learned that its key foreign
correspondent Jack Kelley had been misrepresenting facts
of events in various war torn areas he was covering over
the last decade. The paper investigated and later discov-
ered that Kelley repeatedly misled editors during the inter-
nal investigation into stories he wrote. One story on Kosovo
pointed falsely to evidence that did not exist and was a cru-
cial piece of data used to justify intervention.  Through our
law firm we sent a letter to USA Today asking that the paper
investigate the articles that Kelley wrote. USA Today has
decided to form a commission to do just that. 

At the end of February the Board will be meeting in
Washington D.C.  While there we will be meeting with rep-
resentatives of Congress, the State Departement and think
tanks. 

Nenad Vukicevic
President

2004 Off to a Busy Start
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WASHINGTON 

Our Washington Office was very occupied with the sched-
uling of events and meetings for Bishop Artemije during his
visit between January 29th - February 5th. Additional meet-
ings were organized by Mr. Joe Grieboski, President of the
Institute of Religion and Public Policy and Mr.
Damjan de Krnjevic-Miskovic, Assistant
Managing Editor of  The National Interest.

Speaking at The Western Policy Center
(WPC) - WPC, in conjunction with the Serbian
Unity Congress, hosted a forum entitled "A
Multi-ethnic Kosovo: Diplomatic Dream or
Balkan Reality?"  At the forum Bishop Artemije
delivered a prepared speech outlining the dire
situation facing the remaining Serbs of Kosovo
and other ethnic communities. The briefing was
held at the WPC and moderated by WPC
Executive Director John Sitilides. It was attend-
ed by some 60 guests from various scholarly
institutions, analysts from the Department of Defense,
Congressional staff and staff from the US Department of
State, among other government offices. (A transcript will be
made available on the SUC website)

Meetings with the US Government -  Bishop Artemije,
Kosara Gavrilovic (translator) and I had two meetings with
key members of the State and other staff from various
offices including US Agency for International Development
(USAID), Bureau for Population, Migration and Refugees,
Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor.  The key
topic of discussion was the implementation of standards
for Kosovo, particularly in UN Res. 1244. Bishop Artemije's
view is that there was lack of progress in establishing a
secure environment for Serbs making it impossible for
them to participate in the provisional government that
works only to their detriment. His recommendation was to
stick by guidelines originally put in place by UN Res. 1244.
DAS Stephens differed in that without participation, the
Serbs themselves were dictating a future in Kosovo that
would exclude them.

SUC Dinner - SUC hosted a dinner for Bishop Artemije
and his delegation in a private room at Legal Seafood
Restaurant with about 25 members attending. 

Addressing Religious NGO's - Bishop Artemije spoke to
members of religious NGO's at the Capitol Hill Club, a
Republican social center on Capitol Hill at a briefing spon-
sored by Joseph Grieboski, President of the Institute of

Religion in Public Policy. 

Guest at the National Prayer Breakfast -
Bishop Artemije was received as a guest at this
annual gathering of nearly 4000 leaders from the
US and foreign governments, preeminent schol-
ars and influential officials in US foreign and
domestic policy circles, and leaders from a multi-
tude of religious and non-governmental organiza-
tions.  President George W. Bush addressed and
met the attendees, which included Crown Prince
Alexander as well as members of the Serbian
government. 

Also attending was the Kosovo Prime Minister
Rejhepi, who briefed an audience on the progress to date
in Kosovo and future prospects. Following meetings with
Secretary of State Colin Powell, the Prime Minister painted
a promising picture of the situation in Kosovo, claiming that
incidents of violence against non-Albanian ethnicities are
isolated and decreasing in number, that Rule of Law is
steadily being established, and that they expect to achieve
in full the standards outlined by UNMIK before final status
negotiations (scheduled for mid-2005). Rejhepi also stated
that although Serbian representatives are not participating
in working groups to implement the standards, he is in dis-
cussions with other ethnic minorities who plan to partici-
pate.

Congressional Luncheon - Bishop Artemije, at the
request of Senator George Voinovich (and facilitated by
John Sitilides of the Western Policy Center) attended a pri-
vate luncheon with Senator George Voinovich and addi-
tional Members of Congress and those within related poli-
cy circles.

Steven Cupic 
Interim Director

Bishop Artemije's Visit to Washington 
Keeps Alive Issue of Human Rights in Kosovo 

His Grace Bishop Artemije and delegation were in Washington, D.C. for a week
of meetings. The SUC office was instrumental in enabling maximum exposure to

top policy decision makers in and out of US Government.

His Grace 
Bishop Artemmije
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BELGRADE 

St. Sava Celebrations at the Sava Center

On January 26, 2004 a celebration of both St.
Sava's Day, and the 200th anniversary of the First Serbian
uprising, was held at the Belgrade's Sava Center. The cele-
bration was co-sponsored by the Christian Cultural Center,
Studenica Foundation of the Serbian Unity Congress, "St.
Andrew first-named Foundation ", GEPS (Group for the
economic revival of Serbia),
and "Bambi", a health food
production company from
Pozarevac. 

The introductory
speech was given by His
Eminence Bishop Ignatije
(Midic) of Branicevo, and
the celebration was attend-
ed by prominent represen-
tatives of the Serbian Orthodox Church headed by the
Serbian Patriarch Pavle, representatives of state, the diplo-
matic corps and public and cultural life of Serbia.  

Renowned Serbian soccer players now playing for
Spanish clubs who had organized a major collection cam-
paign in Spain to raise funds for the completion of St. Sava's
Temple in Belgrade came to the event to present their dona-
tion to Patriarch Pavle. Among them were the famous
Predrag Mijatovic, Savo Milosevic, and Slavisa Jokanovic.

Economic Forum on Economic Development

On January 22 a special economic forum "Strategy
and Policy of the Economic Development in Serbia -
Suggestions to the New Government" was held at the Hyatt
Hotel in Belgrade. The Forum was co-sponsored by the
Serbian American Association, United for Serbia, co-chaired
by Zoran Drakulic and Michael Djordjevic, and attended by
eminent entrepreneurs and economic experts from Serbia
and Diaspora. Numerous initiatives, goals and strategies
were proposed for inducing the revival of Serbia's economy.  

In his comments on Diaspora's role Miroslav
Djordjevic, Chairman of the Board of the Serbian Unity
Congress stated "In order that Serbia might draw in foreign
investments in capital, experience and knowledge, it is nec-
essary for entrepreneurs in the homeland and Diaspora to
restore mutual confidence, which will bring profit to them
all". His call for the establishment of a Ministry for Diaspora
under the administration of Diaspora, was met with great
approval. Other speakers included professor Svetozar
Stojanovic, Ph.D., President of the Serbian-American

Center, and entrepreneurs Zoran Drakulic and Nenad
Popovic, Edita Krunic, vice-president of the Serbian Unity
Congress, Veselin Sjekloca, Dragan Sataric from PIK Becej,
and Zorica Moskovljevic.  

"Manager 2003" Award to SUC President

On February 9th the business journalists of Serbia
held their annual Manager of the Year Award ceremonies at
the Serbian Chamber of Commerce and Industry in
Belgrade.  Branislav Gulan, a journalist at the Serbian
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, presided over a jury of
15 business journal editors who selected this year's winners
of this prize in different categories. The  Award for Creativity
and Entrepreneurship ", was given to SUC President Nenad
Vukicevic (Palo Alto, USA. 

The Businessman of the Year award was given to
Dragoljub Vukadinovic, CEO of "Metalac" from Gornji
Milanovac, and Veselin Jevrosimovic, CEO of "Comtrade"
from Belgrade. The jury awarded 14 other "Manager 2003"
prizes to other business managers.

"Zivojin Misic" Award to SUC Co-founder  

On January 23rd one of SUC's most
notable members and founders,
Dragoslav Georgevich (Monterey,
California) was honored by the town
of Mionica, Serbia and selected for
the "Zivojin Misic Award" the region's
most prestigious award for extraordi-
nary help to the people of this region.
The family of Dragoslav Georgevich
originally comes from Mionica. This
prize was awarded to him for help-
ing rebuild the school and church in
his hometown. His son, also a SUC co-founder, Miroslav
Djordjevich, joined him by donating for the costs of painting
the interior of the Temple of the Lord's Assumption in
Mionica. The Mayor of Mionica presented the award for
Dragoslav to his son Miroslav at the SUC Office in Belgrade.
Also present at the award ceremony were Milos Jevtic, a
journalist and author of the book of conversations with
Dragoslav Djordjevic "Over Mountains and Seas", and other
members of the SUC Belgrade Office.

Slavka Draskovic
Director, Belgrade Office

Major Awards in Serbia Recognize SUC Members

The devotion of SUC members to our people and the leadership of our
activism continues and receives recognition

Dragoslav Georgevich
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CHAPTERS

Srbi, Svi i Svuda

By Vuk Karadzic

Serbian Unity Congress Today 
And the 200th Anniversary of the First Serbian Revolution

How is it meaningful to us?

The 200th anniversary of the First Serbian Revolution of
1804, Prvi Srpski Ustanak, is an excellent occasion to
reflect on the progression of Serbian history since that time,
the evolution of the basic principle that fueled it (Serbian
national identity), and the status and relevance of that prin-
ciple vis-à-vis the Serbian nation today.  In commemoration
of the events triggered in 1804, this issue of the Bulletin is
featuring the first of a series reflecting on those events 200
years ago.  It is a proud accomplishment in Serbian history
and its best features are of exemplary value to Serbs now
in their struggle to find a way to a meaningful and prosper-
ous future.  

The 1804 and subsequent uprisings would not have, could
not have, continued and succeeded without the influence
and participation of Serbs outside of what was at that time
Serbia proper (located within the Ottoman Empire). What is

this thing called "national identity"?  Can it transcend terri-
torial boundaries of sovereignty?  Is there a clear definition
of homeland for millions dispersed across many bound-
aries? Can homeland be a place from which you have been
expelled, to which you are no longer welcome and where
you are a second-class citizen or worse?  Which is your
national identity under those circumstances?  How do you
as a people dispersed formulate a national vision, driven by
which national interest and with whom and how do you
work toward the realization of this vision? Did the Serbs
abroad two hundred years ago have a right to define and
represent Serb interests or was their "meddling" without
legitimacy?  Was their role a contribution to or did it work
against the interest of Serbia and its people?  How does all
this relate to you as a member of the Serbian Unity
Congress?

Refining Our Focus - The Why, What, Who, Where & How Of Our Work
To be relevant we must be critical in our review, honest about our weaknesses, realistic about our limitations 

within and outside of our control, courageous in our vision and focused in our actions.

A founding premise on the basis of which the Serbian Unity
Congress has continued to work was aptly displayed on the
walls of the very first convention in Cleveland, Ohio  -- Vuk
Karadzic's own slogan "Srbi, Svi i Svuda" -- Serbs all over
the world are part of one Serbian people or nation.   And,
that we are also an integral and positive part of our respec-
tive countries of residence.  We have created an organiza-
tion that enables Serbs to positively represent and nurture
Serbian purpose and identity.  Our members are caring,
intelligent, accomplished, and progressive who share com-
mon sensibilities, tradition and a view of a better future, who
honor, distinguish and integrate the Serbian spirit into our
larger world community.  

Our purpose is straightforward: protection of our honor and
good name; promotion of our interests and prosperous
future; and preservation of our culture and heritage.  Our
agenda for 2004 is simple. And, it is exciting in that our pro-
grams are now designed to involve you because you have
and can be an integral part of our continuing positive influ-

ence.  We are organizing working committees in the three
program areas.    Consider these programs and where you
would care to become involved. 

1   Anti-defamation 
• legal response 
• media watch 
• Research, documentation and archiving

2   Protection and promotion of human rights of Serbs 
• Strategic alliances (organizations with common 

interests)
• Relations with Serb refugee organizations
• Public Relations - Proactive & Responsive

3   Promotion of Culture
• Visiting artist/academic/performance programs 
• Other

PLAY A CRUCIAL ROLE! JOIN A TEAM!

Call our Washington Office at (202) 463-8643 

SUC DIALOGUE:  Serbian Identity ? --- Tell Us How You See It
One's identity is an interesting subject.  A common identity binds a community and motivates it to a greater purpose. What do you
think are our best traits? We invite you to share your views with us.  Please answer the following questions in two paragraphs no
more than 50 words each.  They can be serious, humorous, but always thoughtful. Send your essays to the Central Office by fax
(818-902-9891) or email to jelena@serbianunity.net.  We will reprint the most compelling entries here. 

1. A uniquely Serbian characteristic you most respect in yourself
2. A uniquely Serbian characteristic you most respect in those Serb individuals whom you hold in greatest regard
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HISTORY

In 1804 there was no Serbian polity, only memory of the
medieval Serbian Empire, kept alive through epic poems
like those about the Battle of Kosovo. The 1804 insurrection
took place in the Belgrade Pashalik (an area ruled by a
pasha), an oval running 150 miles along the south bank of
the Danube River, and extending 100 miles south into
forested hill country. The population of the pashalik was
about 350,000 -- 10% were Turks or other Muslims, includ-
ing janissary households displaced from lands to the north
after a lost war with Austria in 1791. The city of Belgrade
(the White City) was a center for the Ottoman administra-
tion, a janissary garrison, and Muslim shopkeepers. Serbian
society was rural and existed in the countryside. 

The average Serb had no notion of "nationality" in the mod-
ern sense, but despite 400 years of Turkish rule, Serbian
society was still alive and distinct from Ottoman Turkish
society due to certain Ottoman policies and other powerful
elements holding the society together. 

The policy of religious separatism -- Under the millet sys-
tem, Christian Orthodox Serbs were clearly NOT Muslim
Ottoman Turks, as evidenced by their subservient status in
matters of law, taxes, and privileges. 

The Serbian Orthodox Church -- It harked back to the pre
conquest kingdom of Serbia. All Orthodox believers were
lumped together into a single millet. However, a distinctly
Serbian archbishopric continued to exist at Pec until 1766.
There was also a Serbian Orthodox bishop in Habsburg
Hungary, the result of a mass migration of 70,000 Serbs into
exile after a failed revolt in 1690. These Serbs were frontier
soldiers of the Habsburg "Military Border". The Serbian
Church's hierarchy of priests was a repository of limited
education and administrative experience for Serbs; services
were in Old Church Slavonic helped preserved Serbian
identity as a people who had a separate language, not
Turkish or Greek, as well as a separate faith. 

Serbian village life --  The Ottomans made each village
responsible collectively for the payment of taxes to the state
and the 900 timariots in the pashalik. To run the village, the
Turks permitted the election of headmen (knezes) and advi-
sory assemblies (skupstinas) who became Serbia's secular
leaders. In 1793, Serb villagers gained limited rights to bear
arms: the anarchy created by displaced janissaries and the
rise of renegade pashas forced the sultan to create local
militias to maintain order. Serbian militia took part in
Ottoman campaigns against Pasvanoglu, an "ayan" or
rebellious pasha trying to set up an independent state in

northwest Bulgaria. 

The "zadruga," the extended household was made up of a
couple and their adult sons with their families, perhaps a
dozen people, living communally and sharing farmland,
herds and a living compound. 

In the late 1700s, these old institutions combined with new
forces to create the pre-conditions for the successful revo-
lution that began in 1804. What were these changes? 

First, the Austrian reconquest of Hungary brought the bor-
der to the edge of Serbian territory providing trading oppor-
tunities in Hungary, exposure to new ideas, a place to visit
where Christians were not second-class citizens while at the
same time making Serbs aware of their separate identity: if
the Ottoman system taught them that they were Christian,
the Austrians taught Serbs that they were Orthodox and
Slavic. 

During the Austro-Turkish war of 1788-91, some Serbs
served as soldiers and officers in Habsburg armies. They
learned about military tactics, organization and weapons.
Some "hajduks" put this knowledge to work even before the
1804 revolt. Other Serbs were employed in administrative
offices in Hungary or in the occupied zone. 

Serbs began to travel in search of trade and education, and
were exposed to European ideas about secular society, pol-
itics, law, and philosophy, including both rationalism and
Romanticism. There was an active Serbian community in
southern Hungary whose ideas crossed the Danube.

Other Serbian thinkers found strengths in the Serbian com-
munity itself and turned their attention to Serbia's own lan-
guage and literature. Dositej Obradovic, born ca. 1743, after
a brief career as a monk also traveled through Western
Europe and inspired, he later wrote grammars and diction-
aries to create a modern Serbian language, wrote some
books himself and translated others. Others followed his
lead, and revived tales of Serbia's medieval glories.  Vuk
Karadzic, born in 1787, collected and published Serbian
epic poetry, which helped to build Serbian awareness of a
common identity based in shared customs and shared his-
tory. This kind of linguistic and cultural self-awareness was
a central feature of German nationalism in this period, and
Serbian intellectuals now applied the same ideas to the
Balkans.  

Excerpts from The Balkans In The Age Of Nationalism,
1996 by Steven W. Sowards

200th Anniversary
The Serbian Revolution

PRE-CONDITIONS: Serbian Society At the Time of the Revolution
First in the series on the First Serbian Revolution 

SPECIAL FEATURE
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SPECIAL FEATURE

Dr`avnost Srbije
DELO  UKUPNOG SRPSKOG NARODA 

Prof. Dimitrije \or}evi}

Istoriografija vezuje pojam mod-
ernih  evropskih nacija sa francuskom
revolucijom i Nepoleonovim ratovima
koji su joj sledili. U srpskom narodu
pripadnost srpskoj narodnoj celini pos-
tojala je i razvijala se tokom vekova.
Weni koreni sa~uvani su u patrijarhal-
nom srpskom selu pod otomanskom
vla{}u, u kalu|erskoj uspomeni na staru
dr`avu osve`avanu  zadu`binama srp-
skih sredwevekovnih vladara, u
Pravoslavqu i obnovqenoj Pe}skoj
Patrijar{iji koja je tokom od vi{e od dva
veka pokrivala rasute delove  srpskog
naroda i u u~e{}u Srba u ratovima i bunama protiv
Turaka. Narodne seobe koje su iz toga ishodile
dovele su do me|usobnog ukr{tawa i uzajamnog
pro`imawa rasutih delova srpskog naroda
prenose}i sa kolena na koleno saznawe o wegovoj
celini. Ovo sa~uvano saznawe doprinelo je izgrad-
wi nove srpske dr`avnosti ro|ene  u Ustanku na
obzorju devetnaestog veka.

Od kraja 17-og do kraja 18-og  veka oblast
[umadije  je bila u nekoliko navrata opuste{ena
ratovima. Weno stanovni{tvo je naizmeni~no
be`alo iz ratom ugro`enih podru~ja i nanovo mu se
posle rata vra}alo. Rasejavan i nanovo naseqavan
srpski narod  je ovim talasima povratnika i novih
naseqenika  bio etni~ki osve`avan i oja~an.

Prou~avaju}i etni~ke pokrete na Balkanu
Jovan Cviji} je ustanovio tri glavne oblasti iz
kojih su dolazili ovi iseqenici u Srbiju. Oni su
poticali iz oblasti Dinarskih planina, iz
Kosovsko-metohijske  ravnice i iz moravsko-var-
darske doline. Do{qaci su sobom doneli  nasle|a
iz svojih ranijih postojbina, te`wu za nezavisno{}u,
netrpeqivost prema turskoj vlasti i otpor prema
centralnoj dr`avnoj upravi.  U predve~erjre srp-
skog Ustanka 1804 - pisao je Jovan Cviji} - [umadi-
ja je predstavqala  "zgusnutu snagu ukupne srpske
nacije, pozornicu na kojoj su se stopile i ujedinile,
sve snage srpskog naroda". Na tome se zasnivala
obnovqena srpska dr`avnost.

Mnogi vo|i  Ustanka 1804. bili su izdanci
ovih srpskih iseqenika. Kara|or|evi pretci do{li
su u Srbiju iz Vasojevi}skih brda. Milo{eva loza je

poticala od Bratono`i}a iz Crne Gore.
Poreklom iz Crne Gore bili su i Vaso
^arapi}, Tanasko Raji}, Lazar Mutap i
porodica Nenadovi}a. Iz Bosne su poti-
cali Ilija Bir~anin, Anta Bogi~evi} i
Sima Kati}. Iz Hercegovine je do{ao
Stojan ^upi}, i Zmaj od No}aja  Iz aus-
trijske Vojne Granice prebegli su
kapetan Vu~o  Zigi} i Radi~ Petrovi}.
Toma Milinovi}, vojvoda ustani~ke
artiqerije, do{ao je iz Moriwa u Boki
Kotorskoj. Ustanku su tako|e pri{li
dobrovoqci iz Sanxaka, Stare Srbije i
Makedonije.  Iz Sjenice su bili  Haxi

Prodan Gligorijevi} i Sima Pa{trnac ; sa Ohrida
vojvoda  Cincar Janko Popovi}; iz Prizrena ^olak-
Anta Simeonovi}. Hajduk  ]or|e ]ur~ija stigao je iz
Bosuta u Slavoniji. Potstaknuti doga|ajima u Srbiji,
spontani narodni ustanci izbili su 1807. i 1809. u
Sremu, Bosni i Hercegovini, zatim u Toplici,
Jablanici i Vlasini. Vladika Petar I u Crnoj Gori
bio je u vezi sa ustanicima u Srbiji.

Naporedo  sa vojnim stare{inama Ustanka,
srpska {kolovana inteligencija iz rasejawa odi-
grala je neprocewivu ulogu u vaskrsu srpske
dr`avne misli. Prvi predlozi za obnovu srpske
dr`avnosti potekli su od Save Tekelije u Budimu,
mitropolita Stevana Stratimirovi}a u
Karlovcima i Arhimandrita  Arsenija Gagovi}a u
Hercegovini. Wu su daqe razvili umni profesor
iz Harkova Bo`idar Grujovi}, profesor u
Karlovcima Ivan Jugovi} i posebno, najugledniji
predstavnik  srpske prosve}enosti Dositej
Obradovi}, prvi ministar prosvete u oslobo|enoj
Srbiji.

Danas, kada su dr`avne tvorevine  srpskog
naroda  u nedavnoj pro{losti  gra|ene i razgra|ene
i kada je Srbija poplavqena  izbeglicama  sa
vekovnih srpskih ogwi{ta, ostala nam je u nasle|e
poruka koju je pre dva veka, godine 1809.  Kara|or|e
uputio Vladici Petru I. u Crnoj Gori: "Da `ivimo
zajedno i ujediweni, kao {to Bog zapovedi.On koji je
u nas ulio istu krv i koji nam je dao  istu veru,
u~inio nas je da `ivimo kao bra}a, jedno telo, srce
i du{a."

HISTORY
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NEWS

Politics Make Strange Bedfellows
Milosevic's party helps Vojislav Kostunica form a government. 

Has Serbia made a great leap backward? 
By DEJAN ANASTASIJEVIC | BELGRADE

Sunday, Feb. 08, 2004, Time Europe Magazine -
Rarely has politics made stranger bedfellows than the allies
who came together in Serbia last week. Vojislav Kostunica
.. who defeated Slobodan Milosevic in 2000 to become the
last President of Yugoslavia  struck a deal with Milosevic's
own Socialist Party (SPS) to secure the position of Serbian

Prime Minister. 
Milosevic himself, on trial
in the Hague for war
crimes, will have no influ-
ence on government policy,
but what many regard as
an unholy alliance is
prompting fears that Serbia
is lapsing into its bad old
nationalistic habits. 
Kostunica's Democratic
Party of Serbia (DSS)
forged the deal with
Milosevic's SPS after
December parliamentary
polls produced an inconclu-
sive result. The ultranation-
alist Serbian Radical Party,
led by Milosevic's longtime

ally and fellow Hague indictee Vojislav Seselj, emerged as
the largest single party, with 82 of the 250 seats in the
Serbian parliament. That's not nearly enough to form a gov-
ernment, but with 53 seats the DSS was far short of a major-
ity too. A coalition with the Radicals was out of the question
because of their openly extremist agenda, so it was widely
expected that Kostunica would turn to the reformist
Democratic Party, which dominated Serbian politics until its
chairman Zoran Djindjic was assassinated last March.
Kostunica and Djindjic never saw eye to eye on reform, and
the DSS leader failed to do a deal with Djindjic's succes-
sors, Zoran Zivkovic and Boris Tadic. Kostunica then
teamed up with two smaller centrist parties and turned to
Slobo's old gang, whose 22 seats gave him just enough to
reach a majority. 

Out of power and with their leader incarcerated in
the Hague, the Socialists were considered a spent force.
But Kostunica's embrace has brought them back to life.
..The political price of the DSS-SPS alliance could be high.
It will certainly cost Kostunica the cooperation of the
Democrats. "The vote turned the clock back to Oct. 4,
2000," Tadic said, referring to the day before Milosevic was
toppled in a popular uprising. Voters are expressing their
distaste, too. Leaving the parliament building after the deal
was announced, Kostunica ran a gauntlet of angry ex-sup-
porters who denounced the pact. "I voted for Kostunica, but
I never expected him to deal with Milosevic's cronies," said

a disgusted Ljubica Zivkovic, 55, a grocery store owner from
Belgrade. "I thought I'd never see their faces again." 

Kostunica's alliance with the SPS will also increase
suspicion in the West, on which Serbia depends for aid.
Kostunica's mistrust of the Hague tribunal, which he sees as
an American political tool, has already caused concern, and
his new political friends are only likely to increase Western
worries. The European Union has already voiced its discon-
tent. "We in the E.U. have said very clearly [that] we want ...
the democratic parties of Serbia to stick together and con-
tinue the process of reform," said E.U. foreign policy chief
Javier Solana. Still, there's some hope that the West can do
business with Kostunica. "The situation is complex, and one
should not jump to conclusions," one Western diplomat told
Time. "The real test will be actions, not personalities." 

Serbia's first test comes in less than two months. By
the end of March, the U.S. Congress will vote on whether to
continue aid to Serbia. Kostunica will have to convince
Congress that he's committed to democratic reform and that
he's serious about arresting suspected war criminals. Given
his fierce resistance to the tribunal in the past - and with his
government dependent on votes from Milosevic's party -
few expect to see people like Bosnian Serb General Ratko
Mladic on their way to the Hague anytime soon. "We are
highly dependent on Western aid, and if the U.S. stops sup-
porting us, others are likely to follow," says independent for-
eign investment consultant Milan Kovacevic. "We should
hope for the best, but expect the worst." Kostunica will need
to decide which is more important, political expediency or
economic necessity.

A New Composition for Government

February 16, 04 , http://www.blic.co.yu - Minority
government consisting of DSS, G17 Plus and SPO-NS
coalition will be formed this week, most likely with support
by the Socialist Party of Serbia. However, as 'Blic' source
close to democratic parties that have been negotiating for
weeks already, claims there is possibility that Democratic

Party /DS/ gives that support.
According to this support distribu-
tion of posts have been agreed in
principle and is expected to be 'offi -
cially defined' until Thursday.  Our
source further claims that DSS
leader Vojislav Kostunica would be
the Prime Minister of new Serbian
Government. G17 Plus leader
Miroljub Labus would be Deputy
Prime Minister for economic rela-
tions with abroad. The new govern-
ment would have 16 ministries. 
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NEWS

Greater Dialogue Between Pristina, 
Belgrade Needed

February 9, 2004, United Nations -
Pristina and Belgrade must have direct and seri-
ous dialogue if Kosovo is to make any progress
soon on such key issues as the fate of persons
missing from the war of 1998-99, Harri Holkeri, the
Secretary-General's Special Representative and
United Nations senior envoy to the province told
the Security Council today. He described a fragile
Kosovo marked by mistrust between communities.
The envoy said Kosovo's capital, Pristina, under-
stands that dialogue is a standard that must be ful-
filled before the province's future status is deter-
mined. He also criticized the Yugoslav capital,
Belgrade, for setting up parallel institutions and
power structures in Kosovo. 

Over 3,500 people - about 75 per cent
Kosovo Serbs and nearly 20 per cent Kosovo
Albanians - are still missing since the war ended,
while many people have not yet returned to their
former homes and villages. The "Standards for
Kosovo" document, launched in December, sets
out what the province's Provisional Institutions of
Self-Government need to achieve before perma-
nent future status can be decided including func-
tioning democratic institutions, the rule of law, free-
dom of movement, returns and reintegration, the
economy, property rights and dialogue with
Belgrade. 

Mr. Holkeri said Kosovo Serbs have not
been participating in the standards process
because of their "wholly unfounded" fears that it
prejudges Kosovo's future status. "Kosovo's unde-
termined status helps no one in Kosovo and it
needs to be resolved sooner rather than later," he
said. Zeljko Perovic, Assistant Foreign Affairs
Minister of Serbia and Montenegro, told the
Council that Kosovo's non-Albanian communities
were being denied any meaningful participation in
the province's political life. He also charged that in
the province, all of the political, economic and
social advantages belonged to the ethnic
Albanian community. 

Albania's representative, Agim Nesho,
voiced regret over the lack of participation of
minorities in the implementation process. But he
welcomed the recent transfer of certain specific
responsibilities to Kosovo's Provisional Institutions
- the presidency, the government and the Kosovo
assembly - as a step forward. All 15 Council mem-
bers took part in the debate, with many stressing
that Kosovo's Provisional Institutions must meet
the standards timetable. A number of speakers
also underscored the need for ethnic tolerance to
foster returns and stability. 

Desa Tomasevic Wakeman was born in a merchant family, in
Vocin - a frontier town in the heart of the Serbian part of
Slavonia. After surviving the Ustashe concentration camp
Caprag, with hundreds of thousands of refugees from Croatia
in WW-II, her family found refuge in the occupied Nedic's
Serbia "which received and cared for us as a widowed moth-
er cares for her children." After the war and the arrival of Tito
and communism, she and her brother George - both students
at the University of Belgrade - escaped and settled in
Chicago, where they finished their university education. 

In the early 50's utilizing her previously acquired background in
mathematics, she spent 10 years working on the pension plans
in Chicago at one of the (then) biggest actuarial firms in the
United States. This experience, together with the additional
education in the mathematics of finance at Stanford, enabled
her to became one of the pioneers in the post-war era of the
U.S. economic expansion, focusing on the  international
financing of the airplanes, locomotives, ships, factories and
other major American-built  assets, today known as leasing.
Her career of 33 years with The United States Leasing
International Inc. included positions of: President of the U.S.
Lease Financing, Inc., President of the Trust Company for USL
and the manager of its $1.2 billion portfolio. Between 1965 and
1990, she trained the young cadres from Japan, China,
Australia and Europe, earning her the name of "founding moth-
er of the international equipment financing". 

While still handling the major responsibilities of a distinguished
career Desa worked tirelessly to fight the disinformation
against the Serbian people over the last 15 years.  She joined
the Serbian Unity Congress at its inception and has been one
of its greatest donors.  Desa has been a generous donor to
endless other projects and individual requests.  She has
appeared on numerous television and radio interviews trying to
clarify to a befuddled American public the role of the Serbs in
the wars in the Balkans.  

Along with other SUC members from the San Francisco
Chapter Desa co-founded the American Serbian Women's
Caucus that worked tirelessly with the War Crimes Tribunal in
the Hague to succeed early on in getting an investigation,
indictment and convictions for perpetrators of war crimes
against the Serbian people - the Celebici case. This remains
the only case convicting the Muslim perpetrators for war crimes
in B&H. These are just a few of her many achievements and
contributions.

Desa is currently a pensioner, living in Berkeley, California and
continuing to be an extremely effective unofficial ambassador
of the Serbian people.

Thank you Desa!

Desa Tomasevic:
A Tireless Spokeswoman For Her People

PROFILES
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CULTURE

CELEBRATING THE POWER OF LOVE

As we celebrate the power and wonderment of love this February, we have
selected what is considered by many to be the best love poem written by
the legendary Petar Petrovic Njegos - "A Night More Precious Than A
Lifetime".  It is said that Njegos wrote the poem in 1844 and that it describes
a night when he went to Perast to bathe and encountered a young maiden
neighbor who was smitten with him and whose "attentions he did not
resent".  Renown artist, Olja Ivanjicki, so inspired by this beautiful love
poem, produced 13 works of art and in collaboration with publisher "INTER-
PRES",  published a book by the same name "A Night More Precious Than
A Lifetime" in 1997 with a translation of the poem into six other languages.

Painting by Olja Ivanjicki reprinted with
permission by artists

Plava luna vedrim zrakom u prelesti divno te~e
ispod poqa zvjezdanije u prole}nu tihu ve~e,  
sipqe zrake magijske, ~uvstva tajna neka budi, 
te smrtnika `edni pogled u dra`esti slatkoj
bludi. Nad wom zv’jezde rojevima brilijantna kola
vode,  
pod wom kapqe rojevima za`i`u se rojene vode; 
na grm slavuj usamqeni armoni~ku pesmu poje, 
mu{ice se ogwevite ka komete male roje. 
Ja zami{qen pred {atorom na {areni “}ilim
sjedim 
i s pogledom vnimatelnim svu  divotu ovu gledim.
^uvstva su mi sad trejazna, a misli se razletile; 
krasota mi ova bo`a razvijala umne sile.
Nego opet k sebi do}i, u ni{tavo qudsko stawe
al’ li{eno svoga trona bo`estvo sam neko mawe;
pret~uvstvijem nekim slatkim hod Dijanin
veli~avi
du{u mi je napojio - sve wen v’jenac gledim plavi.
O nasqedstvo idejalno, ti nam goji{ besmrtije,
te sa nebom du{a qudska ima svoje sno{enije!
Sluh i du{a u nade`di plivaju}i tanko paze
- ba kuvdu dvi`enija - do wih hitro svi dolaze!
Rasprsne li pupuq sv’jetni ali kane rosa s struka -
sve to sluhu o{trom grmi, kod mene je stra{na
huka;
zatrepte li tice krila u busewu guste trave,
strecawa me rajska tresu, a vitlewa mu~e glave.
Trenu} mi je svaki sahat - moje vreme sad ne ide;
sile su mi na opazu, o~i bje`e svud - da vide.
Dok evo ti divne vile lakim krokom |e mi leti -
zavid’ te mi, svi besmrtni, na trenutak ovaj sveti!
Hod je vilin mlogo di~ni no Avrorin kada {e}e,
od srebrnog svoga praga nad proqe}em kad se
kre}e;
zrak je vile mladolike tako krasan ka Atine,
ogledalo i mazawe preziru joj ~erte fine.
Ustav, luno, b’jela kola, produ`i mi ~ase mile,

kad su sunce nad Inopom ustaviti mogle vile.
Prelesnicu kako vidim, zagrlim je ka bog veli,
uvedem je pod {atorom k ispuwewu svetoj `eqi.
Pod zrakama krasne lune, pri svej}ici zapaqenoj
plamena se spoji du{a ka du{ici raskaqenoj
i cjelivi bo`estveni du{u s du{om dragom sliju.
Ah, cjelivi, bo`a mana, sve prelesti rajske liju!
Cjelitelni balsam sveti - najmirisni aromati
{to je nebo zemqi dalo - na usne joj stah sisati.
Sovr{enstvo tvorenija, tainstvene sile bo`e
ni{ta qep{e nit’ je kada niti od we stvorit mo`e!
Malena joj usta slatka, a angelski obra{~i}i -
od tisu}e {to ~ustvujem jednu ne znam sada re}i!
Swe`ana joj prsa krugla, a strecaju svetim plam-
om,
dv’je slonove jabu~ice na wi dube slatkom maom;
crna kosa na valove niz rajske se igra grudi...
O divoto! ^udo smrtni ere sada ne poludi!
B’jela prsa gordija su pod crnijem valovima 
no planina gordeqiva pod vje~nijem swegovima
na izlazak kad je sunca sa ravnine cv’jetne gledim,
kroz mre`icu tanke magle veli~inu kad joj sl’jed-
im.
Igram joj se s jabukama - dva  svijeta sre}na va`e,
k voshi{tewu besmrtnome li{enika sre}e dra`e;
znoj lagani s wenom kosom s zane{ene tarem
glave...
Druge sre}e, malo va`ne, za wu bi da, i sve slave.
Ne mi~u se usta s ustah - cjeliv jedan no}i c’jele!
Jo{t se sitan ne naqubih vladalice vile b’jele;
svezala se dva pogleda magi~eskom slatkom
silom,
kao sunce s svojim likom kada leti nad pu~inom.
Luna bje`i s horizonta i ustupa Febu vladu,
tad izvida je izgubim divotnicu moju mladu!

N o }   s k u p q a   v i j e k
Petar Petrovi} Wego{

Perast
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It is with sadness that
we note the passing of one of
SUC's Advisory  Board mem-
bers. Mike Minich contributed
his expertise, his resources and
his heart to the Serbian Unity Congress and will be greatly
missed. He passed away on Saturday January 18, 2004 at
his home near Leesburg, FL at the age of 69.

Mike was born November 2, 1934 in Aliquippa, PA,
the son of Anne Zenich Minich and the late Joseph Minich,
Sr. and was raised on the family farm in Clinton, PA. He
graduated from L.A. City College as an Electrical Engineer
and pursued his inventive nature, designing the locking
connector device utilized on space rockets. He was owner
of TriRidge Electronics Corp. and became a successful
businessman.

Playing the accordion and working for Serbian
causes were a couple of his pastimes, and he as an avid
member of the Accordion Club of Central Florida. His past
service includes past president of Sv. Petka Serbian
Orthodox Church in Lake Mary, FL which he helped organ-

ize. Mike was an early advo-
cate for getting SUC on-line,
understanding the technical
advantage long before most
and he remains the single

largest contributor to SUC's Endowment Fund.
Mike's family were very close knit, and he is

mourned by his mother Anne Minich of Clinton, PA as well
as his wife of 48 years, Wilma, Leesburg, FL; along with
daughter Diana Cooper and son Samuel Minich their
spouses and 4 children, all of Clinton, PA. Three brothers,
Samuel, Joe and Dale Minich and their families.

Our deepest sympathies are extended on behalf of
the SUC and we remain eternally grateful for his meaning-
ful contributions.

Vecna mu Pamjat!

George Kolarovich
IAB Coordinator

IN MEMORIAM
Michael (Mike) Minich (1934-2004)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Quo Vadis, America?
Where are you Headed, America?

264 pp. Hardbound, $30.00

~ About the Author ~

The author of the book, Dr. Vujica Yevjevich, is at present Professor Emeritus of Water Resources Engineering at Colorado
State University. He served with this university for twenty years (1960-1979). He also served as research professor with
George Washington University for eight years (1979-1987), in Washington D.C. He is a native of Yugoslavia, and came to
the United States in February 1958 by invitation of the US Government as a guest scientist. He has published 200 papers
and authored 20 books, and obtained 26 awards from national and international professional organizations, among which
are: Technologian Doctor Honoris Causa by the University of Lund, Sweden, and the first Ven Te Chow Award in 1996 by
the American Society of Civil Engineers. He has traveled worldwide as a consultant and lecturer.

~ About the Book ~
The book starts with the past and present nations, with their evolution, dynamics of change, culture and civilization. The
formation of the United States of America is viewed through influences which emphasize the characteristics of republic,
capitalism and democracy. Some of the dilemmas are: unity in diversity verses diversity in unity, type of immigration poli-
cy, social status of immigration groups and what political trends the country should follow.
The author expects that the prosperous future if USA will be assured through defense and improvement if freedoms,
democracy, human rights, national security and general economic and social progress.

FAX NUMBER FOR ORDERING THE BOOK IS (720) 344-4534
Highlands Ranch General Publishing, LLC

8837 S. Blue Mountain Place - Highlands Ranch, CO 80126, USA
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