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Raska-Prizren Bishop
Artemije has confirmed that he met
with the KFOR political advisor
Commander Federick Mathieu at
the Gracanica Monastery.

The bishop said: "All
words have been used already;
everything that should have been
said has been said so many times
already, but the situation has not
merely stayed the same, it gets
harder and harder each day".

He called for an end to idle
talk, insisting that UNMIK and
KFOR have been present in Obilic,
Skulanovo, Gorazdevac, Bresje
and everywhere else that horren-
dous crimes against Serb civilians
have been committed.

KOSOVO
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WASHINGTON NEWSCOMMUNIQUE

Statement by the Serbian Unity Congress, Aug 16, 2003

MASSACRE OF INNOCENT SERBIAN
CHILDREN IN GORAZDEVAC, 

KOSOVO AND METOHIJA

Please contact: Steven Cupic, Director, Washington Office
(T) 202-463-8643

On the occasion of the heinous Aug. 14 massacre
of innocent Serbian children in Gorazdevac, Kosovo and
Metohija, the Serbian Unity Congress (SUC) wishes to
hereby express its deepest sympathy to the families of the
slain and wounded victims. The courage of the entire
Gorazdevac community to remain, against the odds, at their
ancestral homes and attempt to continue a normal daily life
worthy of human beings - down to children's summer play -
has been, to say the least, rudely tested. Their stoic and dig-
nified response to this terror is commendable, yet it cannot
hide the real extent of their suffering and anguish.

The SUC wishes to commend the deputy UNMIK
chief in Kosovo-Metohija, Mr. Jean Christian Cady, who
candidly described the activities of the Albanian perpetrator
as "a barbaric act which is even worse than terrorism." The
SUC joins UNMIK in condemning this act, as well as the fol-
low-up attack in Pec on a vehicle transporting wounded to
the hospital, resulting in further serious injuries.

The SUC urges UNMIK and the world community to
let this act serve as a turning point in the approach of the
UN administration on the ground in Kosovo and Metohija.
The United Nations must recognize that the approach that
has been taken for the past four years has not succeeded in
bringing about the kind of stability in the region necessary to
ensure that the most basic elements of safety for the Serbs
and other non-Albanians who remain in Kosovo-Metohija
and those who wish to return home are present.

Unfortunately, four years after the end of the war, it
has become clear that the act which took place last week
against the Serbian children was not an "isolated incident"
committed by faceless "extremists", but rather a part of a
systematic pattern of violent, terrorist behavior designed to
do two things: (1) frighten and intimidate the Serbs remain-
ing in Kosovo into leaving their homeland and (2) convinc-
ing hundreds of thousands of Serbs and other loyalists who
were driven from Kosovo after 1999 that return is impossi-
ble.

Fr. Sava of Decani, a universally recognized cham-
pion of interethnic reconciliation in Kosovo-Metohija, said it
best:

"Such behavior is primarily the direct consequence
of the activity of Albanian institutions in the Province insti-
tutionalizing the rule of ethnic terror and violence and pro-
claiming crime to be the standard of justice and law. The
glorification of terrorists as "freedom fighters" by the
Kosovo parliament, systematic discrimination against the
non-Albanian population in all spheres of life and persist-
ent obstruction of the return of displaced persons are just
some of the most extreme activities being directly imple-

mented under the auspices of these new institutions creat-
ed by UNMIK. Such institutions are not only preventing the
building of a democratic society but actually systematically
destroying every possibility of common life. Through their
activities such institutions serve primarily as a smoke-
screen for criminals and mafiosi presently in the roles of
leading politicians who enjoy the reputation of national
heroes and saviors of the Albanian people."

We believe that the time has come for the United
Nations and its new special representative for Kosovo, Mr.
Harri Holkeri, to embark on a plan that will respect UN
Security Resolution 1244 and implement steps that will
allow for all ethnicities to live together in peace, without fear
of mindless acts of terrorism being perpetrated against inno-
cent civilians.

From the tragedy of the past week, let us begin
anew with a process that will truly result in peace and free-
dom for all those who call Kosovo-Metohija their home. Let
the process begin that will allow for those Serbs and other
non-Albanians now living in Kosovo-Metohija to live in
peace without fear of suffering from the terrorist acts of
Albanian extremists. Let the process also begin that will
allow those who have been driven out of Kosovo-Metohija
to return to their homes. And finally, let the process begin
that will allow all people who call Kosovo-Metohija their
home to live in peace with one another.

WASHINGTON, DC - When summer settles in on
Washington, DC throughout legislative circles, time seems
to stop. Starting around July 25th and lasting until the days
following the Labor Day holiday, the Congressional recess
is a yearly phenomenon during which time Members of
Congress return to their districts and 'work at home.' Not to
be confused as a month long vacation for our nation's law-
makers, Members return home and use this time to meet
with constituents, immerse themselves in the daily life of
their districts and perhaps even engage in a few fundraising
events. It's not all Members that can travel between
Washington and home on a weekly basis. Consider states
such as Alaska and Hawaii where Members don't get to visit
as regularly as their colleagues in the contiguous United
States. This time for them is critical as they are not nearly as
accessible as say, a Representative from New York whose
trip home is a quick 45 minute shuttle-hop from the Capitol
steps. Therefore, this time must be used wisely, both by the
Member and his or her constituents.

Contrary to what might be said, work does get
accomplished in Washington but it's just plain easier to get
things done at home where the spotlight has dimmed some.
So keep an eye on your Representative, organize your local
SUC Members and make appointments to see what his or
her views are on Serbian issues. Here in the SUC -
Washington Office we'd be happy to help as much as we
can. Feel free to consult with us so that we can all distribute
a consistent message from the SUC throughout the halls of
power.
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Dear members and friends,

The summer is nearing its
end and the final countdown to our
annual Convention has begun! While
the hallways of Washington have
been quiet for the past several weeks,
we were busy laying out the founda-
tion for our efforts in the Nation’s capi-
tol. Following up on numerous issues
and developments has been  the pri-
ority for Steven Cupic, Director of our Washington office.
Some letters and statements that we issued are available in
this newsletter and a full version is always available on the
Internet.  Your financial contributions in support of  our
Washington efforts are greatly appreciated. 

September is a very important month for us as the
preparation for the upcoming Convention is in full swing.
We have received  confirmations from several esteemed
speakers, including HRH CP Alexander, Bishop Longin, His
Excellency Ivan Vujacic of Serbia & Montenegro, and His
Excellency Igor Davidovic of Bosnia & Herzegovina.
Moreover, our members will personally deliver invitations to
our local representatives and we hope that all of them would
be able to join us.

Since the founding of our office in Washington two
months ago coincided with the vacation season, we have
not had a chance to materialize and actively pursue our
Washington efforts. Our Internet and communications
department is busy drafting press releases and pursuing
various agendas. Please be on the lookout every week for
announcements regarding the new items on our website. 

Please sign up to attend the Convention as it will
give you the opportunity to hear first hand about many new
developments, the latest on the Serbian-American issues,
Kosovo and other issues of concerns to all Serbs. Our anti-
defamation campaign is shaping up and as a Convention
attendee, you will be able to participate in a number of
roundtable discussions.

As promised in our previous issues, a more com-
plete report from our trip to Kosovo follows.

See you at the Convention!
Nenad Vukicevic, President

BLAGOBLAGO FundFund
Monastery GRACANICAMonastery GRACANICA

The BLAGO Fund completed yet
another archive of a very important
medieval Serbian monastery,
Gracanica. Situated in Kosovo, it is a
masterpiece of Serbian medieval art,
whose depth and complexity - from the
architecture, fresco paintings, to its
location itself - presented the greatest challenge that our
team has faced to date. 

After several months of careful preparation, the
BLAGO team journeyed to Gracanica in June of this year.
With help from the Kosovo Coordinating Center of Republic
of Serbia, the UN administration in Kosovo, and the Diocese
of Raska-Prizren of the Serbian Orthodox Church, issues of
transportation and accommodation were all prearranged. A
special transport was organized for the newly acquired scaf-
folding and other equipment, as well as for the crew itself. 

We arrived at Gracanica in the evening of June
17th, after a six hours drive from Belgrade. The UN escort
from the provincial administrative boundary checkpoint was
certainly helpful, despite the low regard accorded to them in
the unruly traffic of the Province. Upon arrival, we unloaded
the bus and settled in the rented house of a local Serb next
to the monastery compound - our home for next ten days.
That evening we introduced ourselves to the sisterhood of
the monastery, met local people, some UN workers we new
from before, and created a plan for tomorrow's early start.
An excellent local bakery was instrumental for that, and their
fresh croissants and Serbian coffee became our standard
morning fare. For the next 10 days, our working day started
at 7 o'clock in the morning and ended around 9 o'clock the
same evening, with a small break for lunch at a  local
restaurant.

As is often the case, despite careful planning, we
had to face the unexpected. With Bishop Artemije's blessing
we needed to complete our work by June 26th, as the
monastery was preparing for Vidovdan celebration. In the
meantime, we were hopeful not to have to need to use gen-
erators, given that for some months now - after years of
struggle - the electricity situation, especially in Serbian-pop-
ulated areas of Kosmet, had somehow normalized. The day
we arrived, Kosovo authorities announced austere meas-
ures and were cutting off electricity on a rotating schedule,
two hours after every four. During the first outage we tried
resorting to the monastery's generator, which regrettably
proved faulty. We took a look, bought parts and - made it
work. Luckily, we had no further power problems, though
local residents seem clearly prepared for such situations,

UN police provided us an escort to Gracanica. Gazimestan,  memorial to the
Kosovo battle on horizon.

CULTURAL HERITAGEFROMTHEPRESIDENT
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CULTURAL HERITAGE
with numerous generators activating quickly activating as
needed. Incidentally, Gracanica is not a small village any
more - its main drag bustling with all kinds of vehicles big
and small, and everyone on the move. This is the nature of
this swollen though resilient Serbian enclave centered
around the famous monastery: cafes, shops and restau-

rants are all around, diluting somewhat the sublime feeling
one gets at its more secluded counterparts. 

The first two days we worked exclusively on creat-
ing "virtual realIty" pictures - a very important yet tedious
job. Despite having brought some new and strong lights, it
was never enough. Our new digital camera had some prob-
lems in low intensity lighting that we managed to solve with
some help from Kodak technical support, courtesy of the
Internet. (The French government sponsored a small
Internet center in Gracanica, offering fast Internet access for

a dollar per hour - not bad for being on the road.)

Once we started shooting details, we had to bring in
the scaffolding. This new equipment had to be purchased a
few weeks earlier because its dimensions were more suited
for the narrow corridors of the Gracanica church. It is inter-
esting to observe the nuns once we erected it - this was
their unique opportunity to see up close the famous fres-
coes in the upper layers, and they often climbed the struc-
ture to that effect during our off hours. And speaking of the
sisterhood of Gracanica, it is hard to adequately express the
radiant feeling of God-loving kindness they continuously
exuded. Upon our arrival they moved their services in a
small chapel, leaving the main church for our use, even
overnight if necessary - something we hadn't experienced
even during our previous missions. They meticulously col-
lected our names and those of our loved ones, and contin-
uously prayed for our well-being and success.

One of the greatest challenges at this work is to cre-
ate a good plan for moving around the church. We decided
to build the scaffolding to the main dome first, and work our
way down. At some point we had to remove a few layers of
scaffolding, move the base under the arches, and rebuild
again to gain access to smaller galleries. The Gracanica
church has a main dome and four smaller ones. These are
not accessible with our scaffolding, and building a special-
ized ones was out of question given our tie limits. We
planned in advance for this, by carrying a long (6m) alu-
minum pole with us all the way from Belgrade. By mounting
the camera and lights on the pole we were able to insert it
in the middle of the dome and take pictures by rotating the
poll. Control of the camera was done through the computer-
ized interface at the bottom of the poll. With this technique
we extended the height of the scaffolding to 17m. High tem-
peratures and dust in the domes made the work harder. Of
course - as on all previous occasions - we were given a
duster to remove spider webs, as this is the first time in
twenty-odd years that someone brought in scaffolding high
enough for this kind of work. 
As in all professionally-done jobs, another hard part is qual-

Everybody on our team was eager to see first results. Sometimes we had prob-
lems that we need to solve on the spot.

Ability to move around was essential: our computer equipment was portable,
we networked inside the church, and moved them together with the photo

equipment up and down the scaffolding. Checking the results was very impor-
tant, making sure that frescoes were not missed. 

New scaffolding provided enough height to reach the dome. Tight spots, small
domes, were recorded by using an aluminum pole with camera mounted at the

top. Long computer wires enabled us to remotely operate the camera.
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ity assurance and control. By doing digital photography with
top of the line equipment - a 14 megapixel camera - quality
is easier to achieve. However, making sure we didn't miss
any frescoes is another story, as manual control is required,
and many people were involved in this process. Of course,
for various reasons, we did miss a few pictures - including
the painting of St Ilijah in the dome (after realizing this, he
came into my dreams few times, complaining about this
fact). . And of course, the daunting talk of sorting and sys-
tematizing all the raw material was still ahead of us.
However, as our main project was completed, the whole
team had the satisfying overall feeling of a challenging task
well done.

Having completed our operations on schedule,
June 25th, we departed from Gracanica on June 27th. 

Gracanica’s sisterhood was interested in our work and willing to help. Their
iconography school is very active, at the end we made prints of some frescoes

for their reproduction on icons.

GRIM REALITY OVERSHADOWS THE BEAUTY OF KOSOVO

“Raped houses” by UN terminology. Serbian village near Urosevac, US con-
trolled territory. Buildings are striped from everything, building blocks taken

away and used to build Albanian houses. 

Village of Obilic near Pristina. The remaining Serbs are under constant threat
and fear for their lives. All the damage and looting was done on UN and KFOR

watch.

MEMORABLE MOMENTS

Young folk dancers are getting ready for Vidovdan celebration. Most of them
left their village for the first time since 1999.

Vidovdan 2003, an evening in front of Gracanica. Poetry, music, dance.

CULTURAL HERITAGE



Issues 254 - Serbian Unity Congress - September 20036

MEDIA WATCH

TO: Associated Press International Desk, info@ap.org
FROM: Serbian Unity Congress

RE: "Gunman kills teen swimming in Kosovo" (By FIS -
NIK ABRASHI, Associated Press, Last Up dated 10:57
a.m. PDT Wednesday , August 13, 2003), later "Serbs
retaliate for shooting in Kosovo, (By FISNIK ABRASHI,
Associated Press, Aug 14, 11:10 AM EDT)

As an organization deeply involved in following
news developments, and keenly committed to the AP
Managing Editors code of ethics principle guarding "against
inaccuracies, carelessness, bias or distortion through
emphasis, omission or technological manipulation", we
would like to point out what we believe may be a violation of
this rule in the news reports listed above.

In the context of this news piece, and particularly in
view of its highly disturbing and tragic content, the following
paragraph included in all versions of the story is likely to be
at best, careless.

"Since the war, Kosovo's Serb minority has been
targeted by ethnic Albanian extremists in revenge attacks
for atrocities committed during the conflict."

The accurate conclusion of the sentence - "Serbs
being targeted by ethnic Albanians"- is modified by what
today must be considered a questionable premise, that is,
that "revenge attacks" are being committed four years after
the war.

The real overarching story is that under internation-
al administration no perpetrators of this or hundreds of other
attacks on Serbs in Kosovo have been apprehended - let
alone convicted - in the past four years. Both the number of
attacks and the time since the conflict supposedly ended
suggests that these crimes are not based on "revenge" but
rather a systematic pattern of violent behavior designed to
do two things: (1) frighten and intimidate the few remaining
Serbs who still live in Kosovo into leaving and (2) convince
tens of thousands of Serbs who were driven from Kosovo
after 1999 that it will be unsafe for them to ever return to
their home. In the context of this bigger story are the events
that just took place: the use of an assault rifle by an ethnic
Albanian on unsuspecting Serb children swimming in a
river. Clearly, given the events of the past four years, the
events reported in your article should be seen for what they
are - acts not of "revenge" but of terrorism. Put another way,
by utilizing such classic terrorist tactics as firing at innocent
civilians, including children, ethnic Albanians hope to fright-
en the Serbs out of Kosovo.

Equally important is the treatment of the follow up
article on a grenade being hurled at the home of an ethnic
Albanian. First, we appreciate your recognizing in a follow
up edition that describing the perpetrators of the act as
"unknown suspects" and not "Serb's" was appropriate. Time
will ultimately reveal the culprit(s) but until that time, your
correction was well advised. Second, we would ask that
great care be given to insure that when such stories are
printed, any suggestion of bias be avoided in either the title

or text of the story. We recognize that we are especially sen-
sitive to this, but when one story's headline describes a
shooting without reference to ethnicity ("Gunman kills teen
swimming in Kosovo") and the follow up story identifies only
the Serbs as allegedly being involved in a suspected act of
retaliation ("Serbs retaliate for shooting in Kosovo"), it sug-
gests to us that extra care be given so that readers are not
given an incomplete picture regarding what has and is
occurring.

Thank you for continued coverage of events in
Kosovo and the region.

The Washington T imes
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Standing up for Serbians

Editor's note: Columnist Helle Dale said that, during a
recent dinner with Serbian officials, there was no mention
made that the conversation was off the record. We stand by
her assertion.

The article "Are you being Serbed?" (Op-Ed, Aug. 6)
came as a multiple surprise to me. Not only did its author,
Helle Dale, refer to some off-the-record remarks by the
prime minister of Serbia and our minister of foreign affairs at
a dinner, but she also chose to go a step further to misquote
and completely distort them. By the first act, she abused the
trust of her host and his guests. The distortion can be attrib-
uted either to profound lack of knowledge or to Mrs. Dale's
ill intentions. Neither of the two gives credit to the renowned
Kathryn and Shelby Cullom Davis Institute for International
Studies that she represents.

Because I was present at the Metropolitan Club dinner,
I can confirm that the prime minister did speak of the unpop-
ularity of NATO and the United States in public opinion polls,
something not unnatural, given that the intervention
occurred four years ago. However, this was in the context of
explaining how a democratic government has a difficult task
of persuading public opinion on the necessity of certain
choices but is still more than willing to make them. This is
called leadership.

The prime minister said that the government was strong-
ly resolved to conclude the issue of the cooperation with
The Hague tribunal, and by the end of the year either arrest
Gen. Ratko Mladic or prove that he was not hiding on the
territory of Serbia and Montenegro. He also stated that the
latter could be verified through cooperation of security serv-
ices. How this was translated in the "new line" of denial in
Mrs. Dale's article eludes my understanding.

That brings us to the third issue — the case against eight
NATO countries. The charge in itself is a remnant of the
Milosevic years. The democratic government, as the prime
minister said, was willing to drop it. It was absurd to sue the
members of the club you wanted to enter. But the same is
true, he argued, for the countries suing Serbia and
Montenegro, namely Bosnia-Herzegovina and Croatia that
also one day will be together with Serbia in the Partnership



Issues 254 - Serbian Unity Congress - September 2003 7

MORE FROM WASHINGTON
for Peace. Incidentally, the United States is not being sued,
another example of Mrs. Dale's failure to get the facts
straight.

Goran Svilanovic, the minister of foreign affairs, elabo-
rated on the issue of security when he spoke about Europe.
It was completely in line with the vision of "Europe whole
and free." He expressed satisfaction concerning the meet-
ings held that day with Secretary of State Colin L. Powell
and National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice.
Incidentally, prominent individuals from both the State
Department and the National Security Council were present
at the dinner. I am certain that they would have reacted to
any "accusations" relating to Mr. Powell and Miss Rice of
the type quoted in the article. Mr. Svilanovic said that he had
some differences of opinion in certain matters with Javier
Solana  and Chris Patten concerning various issues of EU
enlargement, but to conclude that he proudly berated them
and lectured them is a total distortion of what was said.

Prime Minister Zoran Zivkovic explained that he believed
in individual and not collective guilt. That is why Serbia, over
the past two years, extradited Slobodan Milosevic, all mem-
bers of his inner circle and many other war-crime inductees.
Even at the peak of the NATO bombing, U.S. officials took
pains to state over and over again that the war was against
Mr. Milosevic's regime and not against the people of Serbia.

By repeatedly making malicious remarks against Serbs
in general, now that Serbia is represented by people who for
12 long years fought Mr. Milosevic — Mrs. Dale seems to
imply otherwise. Then, she probably also believes that
America went to war not against the regime of Saddam
Hussein, but against the Iraqi people. For their inherent
meanness, naturally. The analogies she makes show that
social science is one of the weaker sides of someone who
is a deputy director for international studies at a prestigious
think tank. Substitute Serbian with the term Jewish, black or
American in her piece, and see for yourself whether you find
her remarks offensive and inherently racist.

We, who lived under authoritarian regimes, admired the
West and above all the Anglo-Saxon tradition, for its ability
to reach judgments after trying to objectively determine the
facts. To distort the facts in order to fortify prejudiced judg-
ments is not within that tradition. It belongs to other tradi-
tions that I thought were a thing of the past.

IVAN VUJACIC
Ambassador
Embassy of Serbia and Montenegro, W ashington

US Congress: Association of Families of Missing
Persons T estifies Before Helsinki Commission

August 1, 2003
WASHINGTON, DC – (SUC) In a special hearing of the
United States Helsinki Commission, Rep. Christopher Smith
(NJ) Commission Chairman, welcomed representatives of
the Association of Families of Missing Persons testifying on
the issue of Missing Persons in Southeast Europe, specifi-

cally lost relatives in Kosovo, Bosnia-Herzegovina and
Croatia during the decade of conflicts associated with the
former Yugoslavia's disintegration. 

Testimonies were given by Gordana Jaksic,
Member of the Board of Directors, Association of Parents
and Families of the Arrested, Captured and Missing;
Cedomir Maric, President of the Association of Families of
Missing Persons from Krajina; Olgica Bozanic, Member of
the Presidency, Association of Family Members of Missing
and Kidnapped Individuals; and Verica Tomanovic, Member
of the Presidency, Association of Family Members of
Missing and Kidnapped Individuals.

Though organized on short notice, the hearing
attended by Rep. Christopher Smith, His Excellency
Ambassador Ivan Vujacic of the Embassy of Serbia and
Montenegro, Congressional staff, representatives from the
Washington, DC non-governmental organization (NGO)
community and the media, provided family members of kid-
napped and missing individuals a forum to share both their
personal experiences of suffering and compelling insights
into events surrounding specific cases that remain
unsolved. 

Olgica Bozanic, an internally displaced person who
had 14 male members of her family abducted by Albanian
extremists in July 1998, described in detail her attempts to
gather information on her lost loved ones, going so far as to
negotiate with members of the KLA for the release of her
family, that yielded no results. In another testimony,
Gordana Jaksic explained the gruesome methods
employed by Croatian forces. These cases she claims are
well known but have not yet been acted upon.

Verica Tomanovic stated that, “90 percent of those
abducted in Kosovo, were taken as the international peace-
keepers moved into the region” during which time her hus-
band was kidnapped from the hospital in which he served
as head of the surgical clinic. In keeping with the aims of the
Association of Families of the Missing, Cedomir Maric
added that, “we are not here to discuss the crimes, but to
seek the support of those who could assist me and others
in finding our children and loved ones.”

In his concluding remarks, Chairman Smith thanked
these courageous individuals for appearing and announced
that a second hearing would be called during which time the
US Department of State will be asked for an assessment of
this matter and what steps can be taken to seek answers to
these lingering questions.

Called by Commission Chairman Rep. Christopher
Smith (NJ) who met personally with the Association earlier
this week, this hearing though conducted during the current
Congressional recess will be entered into the record with
transcripts available on the website of the Commission on
Cooperation and Security in Europe (CSCE), also known as
the Helsinki Commission at www.csce.gov.

SUC Washington Chapter collected $1,350 at their month-
ly meeting in August as a contribution to the newly estab-
lished Washington Office, with a hope that this will be an
incentive for other chapters to show their support.
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KOSOVO: SERBIAN GOVERNMENT POSITION

The Serbian Legislature adopted the
Declaration on Kosovo and Metohija

on Aug. 27.
Belgrade, Aug 27 (Beta)

The declaration received support from 186 deputies pres-
ent at the session.

Addressing deputies before the voting, Serbian Premier
Zoran Zivkovic said that if the legislature adopted the dec-
laration unanimously, it would be a message to the public in
Serbia, the international community, and the Albanians and
the Serbs in Kosovo.

Zivkovic also said that Kosovo "is probably the most impor-
tant priority," adding that it was the condition "for other pri-
orities, such as EuroAtlantic integrations."

In his words, the authorities will endeavor through a diplo-
matic initiative to realize "everyone's dream," which is a
peaceful Kosovo. 

Declaration as proposed by the Serbian government
coordinating center for Kosovo and Metohija:

(i) Serbia must not give up Kosovo and Metohija at any
price and no politician in Serbia has a right to take this
approach. Everything that is done with Kosmet from now on
without the acquiescence of Serbia would be illegal and
represent extortion.

(ii) Firm and clear insistence on UNSC Res. 1244 . State
sovereignty has priority over the separatist aspirations of a
minority ethnic community living in it. Not one international
document acknowledges the right to secession of minority
ethnic communities. The break up of the territorial integrity
of Serbia must not be permitted.

(iii) The Final Act of the Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe in Helsinki guarantees the inviolabil-
ity of external borders of member countries, except in the
case of their concurrence; these principles were confirmed
at an international conference in The Hague, and the adop-
tion of the findings of the Badinter Arbitration Commission .
By voting to accept the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro) as a member, the UN General
Assembly ratified the position of the Badinter Commission
with respect to the sovereignty of Serbia in Kosovo and
Metohija, as the province is located within her AVNOJ  bor-
ders.

Full respect for the London Agreement of 1913, the
Versailles Peace Treaty of 1919 and the Paris Peace
Agreement of 1947 where the sovereignty of Serbia in
Kosovo and Metohija is confirmed.

At the same time, it is well to keep in mind situations where
the international community can interpret these documents
to suit itself when the need arises. Hence these documents
do not give absolute protection and support if there is no
consensus regarding these issues in Belgrade.

(iv) The new constitution of Serbia, in addition to the part on
the inviolability of her territory, should include a special pro-
vision prohibiting the renouncement of Kosmet, and this
provision should be confirmed and emphasized for the ben-
efit of all international decision makers, particularly the UN
(Security Council and General Assembly), the Council of
Europe, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in
Europe, the European Union, and the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization.

(v) A clear and categorical position that the ascension of
Serbia-Montenegro to the Council of Europe, the European
Union, the World Trade Organization or Partnership for
Peace/NATO is only possible within the AVNOJ borders of
Serbia-Montenegro.

(vi) Constantly insist before international decision makers
that our country is not asking for anything more than what
other former Yugoslav republics and Eastern European
countries already have: namely, guaranteed territorial
integrity and external borders, equal treatment and intact
national and state dignity.

S e n d   M o n e y
to Serbia and BiH within 48 hours and for only US$24  

.
Bank of Southeast Europe makes your money transfer:

INEXPENSIVE, CONVENIENT, LEGAL, FAST

48/24 E X P R E S S 
www.bofsei.com

For More Information 
Call Toll Free: 1 866 830-2734
Int’l Calls: 1 787 759-9403
Service available only in Republika Srpska for 
transfers to Federation call 1 866 830-2734

For money transfers up to $1,500: $24 fixed provision
For transfers over $1,500: $24 fixed provision + 0.5% cash
provision

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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DEVELOPMENTSKOSOVO

CHILDREN COME UNDER ATTACK 
IN KOSOVO

AFP Monday, 18 August , 2003, 05:02 

Belgrade: Unknown assailants opened fire on a group of
Serbian children in the UN-administered province of
Kosovo on Sunday, causing no injuries, the Serbian news
agency Tanjug reported. 

The incident occurred less than a week after two young
Serbs were killed and four injured in a similar attack in the
same area, and comes on the eve of an emergency UN
Security Council debate on Kosovo. 

The shots targeting the village of Gorazdevak on Sunday
afternoon allegedly came from the direction of a neighbour-
ing Albanian village, Tanjug said. 

Gorazdevak is a Serb enclave in western Kosovo which is
ringed in by ethnic Albanian villages. 

Residents of Gorazdevac say five children from the village
were targeted, but all escaped unharmed. They reported
the case to the UN police, submitting a bullet as proof of the
attack. 

Serbian Prime Minister Zoran Zivkovic immediately con-
demned the latest attack, calling it "a slap in the face for
Belgrade and the international community". 

The prime minister said he hoped the Security Council
would enforce a new resolution on Kosovo, that would force
people in the region to give up illegal weapons, of which he
claims there are 700,000 in circulation. 

He said such a resolution would mean "everyone in
Kosovo, whether Serb or Albanian, could send his child to
buy bread without fearing that some crazy person, for one
reason or another, would not fire at him". On Sunday morn-
ing, about 30 Serbs in Gracanica, near the provincial capi-
tal Pristina, clashed with five Albanians, the Beta news
agency reported. 

The incident threatened to get ugly, but was defused by the
arrival of NATO-led peacekeepers (KFOR). Also on
Sunday, the rebel Albanian National Army (ANA) in Kosovo
claimed an attack on a Serbian police station in which no
one was hurt. The ANA is campaigning for the creation of a
greater Albania including Kosovo, which has a huge major-
ity of ethnic Albanians, and parts of southern Serbia and
western Macedonia. 

UN investigators have launched an inquiry into the August
13 attack just outside the Gorazdevak, which they have
blamed on Albanian "terrorists", and following which
Zivkovic declared a national day of mourning. 

Following the shooting, angry Serbs had poured into the
streets leading Belgrade to call for an urgent Security
Council meeting to discuss the issue. 

Serbia's Deputy Prime Minister Nebojsa Covic left Belgrade
for New York Sunday to attend the meeting. On Friday,
more than 1,000 people attended a religious service for 11-
year-old Pantelija Dakic and 19-year-old Ivan Jovovic, the
two Serbs who were killed in the attack. Their funeral coin-
cided with a brief visit of the new head of the UN Mission in
Kosovo (UNMIK), Harri Holkeri, who is due to take over in
September. 

Although still legally part of Serbia, Kosovo has been
administered by a United Nations mission since the end of
the 1998-99 war pitting Belgrade forces against separatist
ethnic Albanian guerrillas. 

Ethnic Albanian forces officially surrendered in 2001, but
armed clashes have continued between Serbian security
forces and Albanian fighters and relations remain fraught
with the province's 80,000-strong Serbian minority.

Belgrade, August 14, 2003

SERBIA AND MONTENEGRO REQUESTS AN 
EMERGENCY MEETING OF THE UN SECURITY

COUNCIL TO DISCUSS THE TERRORIST 
ATTACK IN GORAZDEVAC

Following the latest terrorist attack on a group of Serb chil-
dren in the village of Gorazdevac, Kosovo and Metohija, in
which 11-year old Pantelija Dakic and 12-year old Igor
Jovovic were killed and six other children gravely wounded,
the Charge d\'Affaires a.i. of the Permanent Mission of
Serbia and Montenegro to the United Nations in New York,
Mrs. Katarina Lalic-Smajevic, requested the Security
Council to meet in emergency session to take urgent and
effective measures to stop the spiralling violence by
Albanian extremists in Kosovo and Metohija.

The killing and maiming of Serb children and stoning of
those who came to their rescue is another in a series of
brutal attacks, including the serious injuries inflicted on
Dragan Tonic in the village of Skulanevo. This is obviously
a coordinated action aimed at additionally destabilizing the
situation in Kosovo and Metohija and a serious provocation
coinciding with the new Special Representative of the
Secretary-General taking office.

Such crimes must not go unpunished and the UN Mission
in Kosovo (UNMIK) has the responsibility to bring the per-
petrators to justice, to prevent the violence in Kosovo and
Metohija from escalating any further and ensure strict and
full implementation of the provisions of Security Council
resolution 1244 (1999).
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ANNOUNCEMENT

Consulate General of Serbia and Montenegro in Chicago, at request of the Consulate 
General of Austria, announces the following:

Austrian R econcilia tion Fund
Payments to former Slave and Forced Laborers of the NS Regime

The Fund, to which the Federal Government, the federal provinces and Austrian business and industry have
made contributions, was constituted on December 20, 2000.  Its purpose is to make payments to former slave
and forced laborers of the National Socialist regime on the territory of present-day Austria.

The Fund, which is endowed with € 436 million (ATS 6 billion), is expected to make payments to an estimated
number of 150,000 eligible persons.  In the meantime, 104,061 applications from former slave and forced labor-
ers have been approved.

The Fund makes one-time payments to persons who were deported by the Nazi regime for forced or slave labor
on the territory of today's Republic of Austria.  The pre-condition for the payments is territorial allocation to the
geographic territory of what is now Austria.  The Austrian Reconciliation Fund makes payments to former slave
and forced laborers in trade, industry and the public sector, as well as agriculture and the private service sector.

The Austrian Reconciliation Fund also makes payments to children who were deported together with one or both
parents, and to mothers who were forced either to give birth to their children in special clinics for forced laborers
or to have abortions.

Slave laborers receive a one-time payment of 7.630,65 € (105,000 schillings), forced laborers in industry
2.543,55 € (35,000 schillings) and forced laborers in agriculture 1.453,65 € (20,000 schillings): children receive
the same amount as their parents, and mothers who were forced either to give birth to their children in special
clinics for forced laborers or to have abortions receive an additional payment of 363,36 € (5,000 schillings).

Heirs of victims only receive a payment if the victim died on or after February 15, 2000. 
No payments will be made to former prisoners of war.

By means of a decision, published in the Federal law Gazette I No. 18/2003 of April 25, 2003, the legislative
bodies have unanimously agreed to extend the period for filing applications with the ARF to 31 December 2003
(previous deadline: September 27 2003), as well as the period of operation of the ARF to December 31, 2004.

Final date for submission of applications is December 31, 2003.

The address of the Austrian Reconciliation Fund is as follows:
Österreichischer Versöhnungsfonds

P.O. Box 44
A-1011 Vienna, Austria

Phone: 01143/1/513 6016    Fax: 01143/1/513 60 1615
E-mail: info@versoehnungsfonds.at

Information can be obtained at: www.versoehnungsfonds.at  or  www.reconciliationfund.at  and  at the Consulate
General of Austria: 400 N Michigan Ave, Chicago IL. 60611; 312/222-1515
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CONVENTION, OCT 3rd-5th

ECONOMY AND DEVELOPMENT

ECONOMIC FORUM AT THE CONVENTION
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3rd

On Friday morning October 3,  as part of the
Serbian Unity Congress’s  continuous efforts to inform our
members about business opportunities and economic
developments in Serbia we will host a 90 minute Economic
Forum. The program which is designed as a business and
information exchange between managers and business
owners from Serbia and Serbian-American business peo-
ple, will focus on developing business contacts, exploring
investment opportunities, and export and import with
Serbia.

Some of the business people which will be partici-
pating in the Economic Forum represent top Serbian com-
panies and many are sponsors and members of Serbian
Unity Congress. We are expecting representatives from
Zepter International, Knjaz Milos, Drustvo Srpskih
Domacina, HabitPharm, MONA, Srce, Omni Stock and
more.    

A portion of the Economic Forum will be devoted to
privatization efforts. A representative from the Ministry of
Privatization will explain the difference between conces-
sions, leasing, tender and auction, and the procedural
requirement for each. He will also cover which types of
financing are available and how to obtain the latest informa-
tion about companies which are being privatized, and
explain the necessary paperwork and time restrictions.

We expect to have a representative from the
Serbian Chamber of Commerce on hand to answer general
questions about business climate in Serbia and provide
information on the resources of their newly formed  Center
for Diaspora.

Friday luncheon speakers will focus on the relation-
ship between US businesses and programs which the
American government has in place to encourage invest-
ments and trade with Serbia, as well as provide an analysis
of the economic situation in Serbia and how it is effecting
the overall political and social climate.

To register for the Economic Forum please send an
e-mail to Edita Krunic sales@select-intl.com, or call Jelena
at our Central Office and let her know that you plan to
attend. Bring your business cards as we look forward to
meeting you!   

FRIDAY LEADERSHIP LUNCH
ECONOMIC FORUM

12:00
$30.00 per person

Serbia-US economic relationship
reserve your seat
1-818-902-9903

ECONOMIC FORUM

ADVERTISE IN THE
CONVENTION BOOK

Special prices for personal ads.

Your ad must be received by Sep 10th.

1-818-902-9903

RESERVE YOUR HOTEL ON TIME

Special prices for SUC convention

HYATT REGENCY SFO AIRPORT
1333 Bayshore Freeway

Burlingame, California 94010
Tel: + 1 650 347 1234
Fax: + 1 650 696 2669

BECOME A SPONSOR

Golden sponsorship with 5,000 dollars in the
course of 2003 would help the p atriotic activ -

ities of the Serbian Unity Congress which
actively represent s Serbian national interest s
in the world, and for you and your comp any,

it would open the road to the future.

For more information visit our web site
or call 1-818-902-9903

REGISTER TODAY

$ 250 Full convention package, delegate (active mem-
ber) or a guest. Enjoy the benefit of the full access to all
happenings at the convention.
$ 150 Special members guest. This year we are invit-
ing our members to introduce their non-member friends
to the Serbian Unity Congress by bringing them to the
convention at a very special low rate. Each delegate
may bring one special guest only. The guest must be
either new to the organization or a former member who
has not been active for the last five years.
$ 75 Student package. To encourage our youth partic-
ipation we have introduced a special program to accom-
modate them. A light working lunch, participation in the
youth round table, and Gala Dinner are included.
$ 150 Members of the press
$ 25 Saturday lunch
$ 80 Saturday Gala Dinner
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WASHINGTON OFFICE: APPEAL FOR FUNDS

With an office in Washington and a highly qualified person running it, we will create a constant presence in our cap-
ital.  That will allow us to focus on the key issues of anti-defamation and Kosovo defense, as well as the other issues
that will no doubt arise in the coming months and years. From this base, we will set our sights on becoming proac-
tive rather than reactive.  Properly run and managed, we can position ourselves in a positive light in Congress, the
Washington think-tanks, the State Department and the White House. 

SUC Office in Washington was opened on July 1, 2003
Today, I am asking you to help us make the dream of a Washington office a success  
I am asking ALL OUR MEMBERS FOR DONATIONS. 
Without your support we cannot have a presence in Washington.

Thank you,
Nenad Vukicevic, President
Serbian Unity Congress


