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The Serbian Leadership Lunch was attended by the Serbian Unity Congress' Board of Directors, IAB members,
representatives of the Church, as well as representatives of other Serbian organizations. Father Irinej
Dobrijevic and John Saylor, two inspiring and moving speakers, concentrated on the efforts of the Serbian
community in Washington. Various issues related to information and US-Yugoslavia trade relations were also
addressed.

For the first time we organized a Serbian Economic
Forum. "How to improve Serbian economy and enable
better US-Serbian economic relations," was the topic of
the Forum. John Saylor, Cargo Transport, Inc. and Zoran
Zivanovic from the Serbian Chamber of Commerce pre-
sented their view on the economic conditions that exist
in today's Serbia.

"Save the White Angel" completed, new goals
laid out

An exceptional program on Friday night start-
ed with the report on the BLAGO Fund enti-
tled "Save the White Angel". All the work on
the project was completed this summer, with
frescos "The Last Supper", "White Angel", and

"Nemanjic's Composition", restored, cleaned, and further protected. This unique and noble action was the focal
point of the BLAGO Fund for last year. V. Rev. Dusan Bunjevic delivered a special recognition from the
Serbian Orthodox Church and the BLAGO Fund to the donors.

Father Irinej Dobrijevic presented another accomplish-
ment of the BLAGO Fund: the archive of the King's
Church in Studenica. Who can do better than Father
Irinej? Lots of pictures and a virtual walk through the
church and Monastery Studenica were presented. Some
unique pictures of the St. Sava sanctuary, deep in the
mountains above Studenica, were also shown.

"In the next year, BLAGO Fund will concentrate on devel-
oping technology for safe archival of many old docu-
ments", said Nenad Vukicevic. "Our pilot program in the
library of Monastery Manasija was successful, some old
handwritten books were digitized and presented to the
much wider audience on the Internet." A sample of
recordings was shown as a short movie, highlighted by a
letter written by the Abbot of the monastery to a Serbian soldier who carried a secret monastery book into
safety over the Albania mountains in 1915. With tears in their eyes, everyone in the audience understood the
importance of the effort to forever preserve our cultural treasures.



"Back to the Roots", 
Many people were not aware that one of our members helped the office of the President of Yugoslavia, Dr.
Vojislav Kostunica. Steven Katich from Denver, Colorado, spent a month working in Belgrade, helping the
President's office in the area of public relations and communications. He shared with our members many excel-
lent stories and memories from that trip. At the same time he searched for his roots and found lost relatives. A
touching and heart warming speech was very well received by the audience.

Saturday 
"Kosovo & Metohija: the Outlook"
Due to some important government business, Deputy Prime Minister of the Serbian government, Nebojsa
Covic, was unable to participate. Instead Vladimir Bozovic, advisor to Dr. Nebojsa Covic, presented the
efforts of the Serbian government to preserve Kosovo and Metohija as Serbian land. John Smith from the UN
forces in Kosovo presented an outlook from the United Nations perspective on the situation in Kosovo. Smith
suggested that high salaries, tax-free money, and other benefits, actually act as a deterrent to finding a solu-
tion. According to Smith, these factors actually encourage employees to find ways to prolong the status quo so
as to preserve their jobs. Danica Jovanovic, a charitable worker that spend two years helping people in
Kosovo, presented pictures from her trip around Kosovo. Many areas not accessible to Serbs were visited,
including some of the main medieval monasteries. Our members enjoyed discussing the issues with all pan-
elists.

"Serbian Diplomacy" 
The Serbian Unity Congress' president, Miroslav Djordjevich,
together with Yugoslav Ambassador to Canada,  Miodrag Perisic,
shared their views on the future direction of Serbian diplomacy in
North America. It was stressed that diplomacy and Diaspora must
work together in order to achieve the aspirations of the Serbian
nation. Our Diaspora is the best ambassador of the homeland,
according to Djordjevich.  The future Ambassador to US, Dr. Ivan
Vujacic, sent his sincere regrets for being unable to attend, but he
looks forward to working with the SUC once his appointment is final-
ized by the U.S. Department of State.

"Bosnia & Herzegovina: Republic of Srpska Relationship"

Our Saturday lunch keynote speaker, the Ambassador of Bosnia &
Herzegovina to US, Igor Davidovic, presented the unique challenges
and efforts in representing a country with two separate identities. The
powerful speech was interrupted several times by applause form the

audience. 

Congressman Dennis Kucinich (D-Ohio) served as Saturday evening's
keynote speaker, and brought the crowd to its feet with his strong
defense of Serbia and condemnation of
the NATO-led bombing of Yugoslavia.
He urged the United States to act cau-
tiously before taking unilateral military
action against Iraq, and he called upon
all those present to do all in their power
to further the cause of peace world -
wide.  The Congressman spoke pas-
sionately and fervently about the need

to assist in the rebuilding of Serbian businesses, and pledged his support in
the effort.  Kucinich is expected to win re-election this November as an inte-
gral part of Cleveland's Congressional delegation.  He was the youngest per-
son ever elected as Mayor of Cleveland.  
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His Excellency Ambassador Miodrag Perisic

His Excellency Ambassador I. Dcidovic

Congressman  Dennis Kucinich



THE SERBIAN MEDAL OF MERIT
In 1996, the Board of Directors of the Serbian Unity Congress established “THE SERBIAN MEDAL OF MERIT"
in order to "recognize individuals who by their work, examples and deeds, have compellingly manifested the
highest standards of public service, the deepest sense of community spirit and tireless nourishment of values
that promote individual human creativity and liberty."

In addition to Mr. Dragoslav Georgevich and Mr. Branko Tupanjac, previous distinguished recipients of the
medal had been H.R.H. Prince Tomislav Karadjordjevich, Dr. Alex Dragnich, and Boro Vukovich.

Jasmina Theodore Boulanger
New  IAB member

SERBIAN YOUTH PANEL:
The Next Generation at the Helm 

It is estimated that 100,000  young people left
the Homeland in the last ten years. What is
their vision? How will they achieve it?

Moderator: 
Prof. Jasmina Vujic
Prof. Jovan Filipovic
Mike Vucenovic 
Mrdjan Mladjan
Dragan Ivetic
Vesna Damjanovic
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PATRIOTISM WITHOUT ILLUSIONS

When I met Prof. Zarko Bilbija for the first time in Phoenix, Arizona, in early 1991, he introduced him-
self and added: “I am a Serbian Patriot without illusions.” And indeed he was!

During the next 10 years for the uneven struggle in defense of the Serbdom and observing the unfold-
ing catastrophe, I recalled his statement many times.

My friends, let’s start this new century as “patriots without illusion.”

According to Prof. Bilbija, we have seen many illusions in the past century. They have, in fact, pro-
duced the current precarious situation. To continue with these illusions or to accept new ones could
indeed threaten our very existence.

A few main and most consequential illusions of the past certainly inlcude:
- The illusion of the 3 Yugoslavias and the deadly lie about “brotherhood and unity.”
- The illusion that we have friends and allies in other nations.
- The illusion  that the “truth about us will be somehow known and that justice will prevail.”

Today we must avoid certain new mistakes:
- That we can rebuild factories and roads, but fail to rebuild our spiritual heritage and 

moral values;
- that donations and gifts from abroad,but not hard and honest labor, will somehow 

magically bring about prosperity and a better  life  to us;
- that we will get the essential capital for our development from abroad and not from 

our own savings;
- that we can have an advanced society and modern state together with crime and 

corruption; and
- that rights and privileges can be gained and possessed without correspondingly 

obligations, responsibilities and commitments.

Of course, these are not all the illusions we must avoid. There are many others. One is of specific
concern to us.

Tito and his communist henchmen created the illusion  that the Serbian Diaspora is the enemy. This
most harmful illusion must be discarded at once.

The Diaspora is indeed an organic part of the Serbian national being. The Serbian Diaspora has
proven its love and loyalty to the Homeland time and time again. It has the needed intellectual and
material resources to help in making critical moral, social, economic, cultural and government
changes.

May God help us to enter this century without old illusions and escape new ones. May we truly
become “Serbian patriots without illusions” as our friend, associate and past member of the Board, a
true Serbian patriot and intellectual par excellance, Zarko Bilbija, wished with his last breath.

An old friend and Serbian warrior remembered
By Michael Djordjevich
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Effectively manage (SUC)
organization

-   Encourage formation of autonomous
SUC chapter*

-   To carry out these goals - 
$500,000 in 2003

Dues
Donations
Special Events
Special fundraising efforts

*New SUC Effort

I was not able to attend the 12th annual convention in Chicago, but I wish to support SUC
goals and objectives. My donation is enclosed.

Name: ______________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ________________________________________________

Charge my VISA____     MASTER card_____

# _________     ____________     ______________     _____________ Exp. ____/____

Signature: _________________________________________________

Mail your donation to: Serbian Unity Congress, PMB 352 - 17216 Saticoy, Van Nuys, CA 91406

Amount

$________

Grants from Canada for Leading
Experts and Members of the
Governments of Serbia, Montenegro
and Republika Srpska

Former president of SUC Canada chapter, and past  vice-
president of the Serbian Unity Congress , Mr. Boba
Stefanovic, has recently visited Belgrade.

Mr. Stefanovic, owner of the English-teaching Pacific
Language Institute from Vancouver and Toronto, has made
it possible for the SUC to offer grants for advance training
and learning of the English language in Canada. The grant
covers a several-month stay in Canada as well as the
school fees at the Instiitute, for one person who supports
the goals and work of the Serbian Unity Congress. Grants
can be obtained by members of the governments of the
FRY, Serbia and Republika Srpska, as well as experts in
various fields from the fatherland, for whom this advance
training in the English language is important for their further
work and the presentation of Serbian interests in the world.

Mr. Boba Stefanovic has also been very active in working
on the Resolutions of the Serbian Unity Congress for this
and last year. They were drawn up at the proposal of
numerous members, and you can find them on the SUC
web site www.serbianunity.net

Support Transition to
Democracy, Civil Society and

Free Market Economy

- Preservation of Culture and Heritage 
BLAGO Project

- Voice in Political Process
Participation in Diaspora Council*

- Building Civil Society
Cooperating  with like-minded individuals

and organizations*
- Promote Diaspora/Homeland coopertion 

between experts
* New SUC Effort

Assist Republika Srpska

-  Consult RS leadership to define areas
of support*

-  Inform decision makers in Washington*
* New SUC Effort

We wish all SUC members 
HAPPY SLAVA 

St. Archangel Michael,  November 21st
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Serbian Unity Congress is the organization of Serbs and their friends in the Diaspora.  
It was established in 1990.  Its main goals are:

1. To sustain and nurture the Serbian heritage, culture and identity of Serbs in the Diaspora;

2. To garner the talents, experiences and abilities of all Serbs and their friends abroad in order to help economic, 
social, cultural and other positive changes towards a free political system and a moral society in Serbian lands;  

3. To inform public opinion and key policymakers in the world about the true goals and aspirations of the Serbian 
people, as well as to endeavor to re-establish the Serbian good name and image damaged by the events of the 
past decade of relentless defamation.

_______________________________________

S. U. C. Bulletin  -   Printed by the Central Office
Jelena Kolarovich, Director

PMB 352  - 17216 Saticoy St. - Van Nuys, CA 91406 - Fax (818) 902-9891
E-mail: jknapa@pacbell.net   -  visit SUC Home Page:  http://www.serbianunity.net

Some articles provided in this bulletin do not have the permission of the copyright by owner, but are being offered 
for comment, criticism, and research under the "fair use" provisions of the federal copyright laws.

______________________________________________
The SUC Bulletin is distributed in the following countries:

Argentina, Australia, Belgium, BiH, Brazil, Canada, Montenegro, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, England, France, Finland, Germany, Greece, Holland, Hungary, Italy, Japan, Kuwait,

Macedonia, Mexico, Norway, Peru, RS, Serbia, Singapore, Sweden, Switzerland, Venezuela & USA

S.U.C. yearly membership: Single $50 & Family $75
Make a gift - sign up a family member or friend. Help us increase our membership!

ANKA ERNE - Krusevacka bolnica i  6 osnovnih skola  dobile su na poklon 51 kompjuter i dva stam-
paca. Darodavac je gdja. Anka Erne, poreklom iz krusevackog kraja, a akciju je organizovala Eparhija
istocno-americka Srpske pravoslavne crkve, posredstvom Dobrotvornog fonda “Covekoljublje”.


