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KOSTUNICA FINDS AFRIEND IND.C

Elizabeth Sullivan The Plain Dealer - 05/14/01

He came to Washington, the very model of the mod-
est citizen-politician. He had read and reread the Federalist
Papers, those 1780s essays that so eloquently defend U.S.
constitutional concepts of strong but limited central gover-
nance and rule by the people.

He spoke movingly of recent wars and sacrifices, of
the need for patience and justice so democracy could flourish.
But this was not Mr. Adams or Mr. Jefferson.

This was Mr. Kostunica, president of Yugoslavia.
And this was not 220 years ago, but just last week, when mod-
est, rumpled Vojislav Kostunica from the war-torn Balkans - an
improbable president at the best of times - left the Washington
press corps and most U.S. officials scratching their heads after
his first official visit.

A legal scholar who has translated "The Federalist"
into Serbo-Croatian, Kostunica spouts political philosophy the
way most politicians exude sound bites. Give him a simple
question, you're likely to hear an essay in response.

Yet at least one of his U.S. counterparts understood
the language Kostunica spoke.

And this was the key U.S. counterpart, another mod-
est man with a decidedly conservative view of what govern-
ment should and shouldn't do.

After their meeting at the White House, a buoyant
Kostunica felt he had connected with George W. Bush. Bush
must have liked him, too.

The U.S. president had planned one of his classic
"drop-bys" for 10 minutes or so, as Kostunica met with Vice
President Dick Cheney and National Security Adviser
Condoleezza Rice. That's how long he did stay, the White
House says.

But, according to one participant in the meeting,
Bush remained for 25 minutes.

There was no bombast, and only a few lectures.
Mostly, the two gentlemen listened to each other politely and
attentively, then asked common-sense questions about every-
day problems, such as bridges over the Danube River that

need to be rebuilt.

The cordiality was not according to script, forcing
Bush aides to issue some stern words afterward about how
Kostunica had to cough up strongman Slobodan Milosevic for
a war-crimes trial at the Hague if he wanted to keep getting
millions in U.S. aid.

Indeed, Kostunica was peppered with Milosevic
questions during his 2%-day visit, which included a stop in
New York to receive a "Statesman of the Year" award from
ABC news anchor Peter Jennings, on behalf of the nonprofit
East West Institute.

He sidestepped them all. How do you pin down a guy
who heaps on the legal and political philosophy in answer to
the simple question: When are you planning to turn Milosevic
over to the U.N. tribunal at the Hague?

Kostunica never answered the question. First things
first, according to him.

In truth, he'd rather build bridges and democracy than
cough up Milosevic or any other alleged miscreants to a tribu-
nal he considers fundamentally flawed. But he rarely says so
flat-out.

First, he says, draft the extradition law; wrap up the
internal probes into Milosevic's possible involvement in mur-
der, theft and corruption; satisfy Yugoslav public opinion by try-
ing the strongman in Yugoslavia.

Be ever mindful of the need to maintain stability and
avoid bloodshed in a nation that still stands like a watchtower
on Europe's main north-south artery to the Middle East and
Central Asia.

It will all take so much time.But does Kostunica have
the time? It doesn't look like it.

He became Yugoslavia's president just last October,
when Milosevic was ousted. He's already a lame duck.

If Montenegro, the tiny second republic in
Yugoslavia, goes ahead and votes itself out of the federation,
as it has threatened to do later this year, there goes
Kostunica's job. There will no longer be a Yugoslavia.



Kostunica will leave the paneled office in the drafty
federal building near the Danube River, and go back to his

think-tank job.

And then who will come to Washington to remind us
that America still stands as a beacon of "liberty and morality,"
as Kostunica put it during a wide-ranging briefing at the Cato

Institute think tank in Washington?

For Kostunica is something beyond modest. He's an
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optimist. He prefers to see the 78 days of NATO bombs, the
10 years of sanctions and demands for Milosevic's head as a
hiccup in more than 100 years of U.S.-Yugoslav friendship.
A great power and a tiny nation astride a great road
who are destined to be allies. And Kostunica thinks what he
heard last week at the White House confirms that optimism.

Sullivan is The Plain Dealer's foreign-affairs correspondent.
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UK makes toxic gift to the Balkans
Waste incinerator for Macedonia breaches
EU regulations

By Paul Brown - The Guardian - May 21, 2001

The UK government has provided Macedonia with an incinerator to burn
hospital waste that would be illegal under British law because of its toxic
emissions.The British-made incinerator was given as humanitarian aid, and is in use
near the Macedonian capital of Skopje. If the country joins the EU, as it hopes to do,
the incinerator would have to close as it is a danger to local people and breaches EU
emission standards.

The incinerator is one of several provided to the Balkans under World
Health Organisation (WHO) guidelines, none of which reaches EU standards.

Adam Ostrowski, an expert on toxic waste management employed by the
Basle convention, which regulates international trade in hazardous waste and is
signed by the UK, said: "This is one of the worst pieces of dirty technology dumping
dressed up as aid that | have witnessed in eastern Europe."

Mr Ostrowski said the basic equipment was functional but lacked important
additions to maintain even temperatures, or essential flue gas cleaning equipment to
remove toxins that could cause cancer and birth defects.

"I am really surprised that the British government is indulging in this sort
of practice,"he said. "This sort of technology has been outlawed in western Europe. It
is just not right to generously give it to the Macedonians knowing it will have toxic
emissions and have to be scrapped when they join the EU. They should be
ashamed."

Velevski Gjorji, manager of Drisla, the state owned company that operates
the incinerator, said it was not told the smoke would be damaging to human health.
"When we found out we asked the WHO and they said the parts were not
necessary for us, but if we wanted them we could buy them for £200,000. For
Macedonia that is too much money."

The plant was given at the time of the Kosovo refugee crisis. It burns waste
from Skopje's hospitals and operates seven hours a day. If fully utilised it could burn
half the country's hospital waste.

A spokesman for Incinco Ltd, which made the incinerator, said it was asked
to provide the basic boiler. The extra functions were available but would have made
the package far more expensive.

A spokeswoman for the Department of International Development said: "Our
policy for supplying equipment depends on the local situation and a judgment
has to be made on what is appropriate.”

The department paid £47,000 towards the incinerator - one with proper flue
gas cleaning would have cost three times as much.

Phillip Rushbrook of the WHO advised against the equipment, but he said:
"This incinerator was a lot better than the alternative, which was burning waste in
large metal boxes which produces far worse fumes and possible diseases.”

He admitted that the incinerator breached EU regulations, but said: "We
might not have been able to find the money for a state of the art incinerator. If we
had done so the Macedonians might not have had the money
or the expertise to run it."

Mr Rushbrook added that the Macedonians seemed very pleased at the
time the incinerator was installed.
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Russia condemns U.N. 'appeasement’
Says self-rule plan for Kosovo threatens

sovereignty of Yugoslavia
By Toby Westerman

Official Russian sources are condemning the U.N.'s "policy of appease-
ment" toward militant ethnic Albanians in Kosovo, claiming that Western influence
has resulted in the "escalation of terrorism" in the strategic -- but volatile -- Balkan
region. Moscow is denouncing the recently adopted provisions for self-rule for U.N.-
administered Kosovo -- nominally still part of the Yugoslav Federation. Russia and
Yugoslavia both denounced the U.N. move as preparing Kosovo for outright inde-
pendence, a move every government in the region opposes.

The Russian Foreign Ministry ominously warned the chief of the U.N.
Mission in Kosovo, or UNMIK, Hans Haekkerup, that he "should be in complete
understanding” that he bears "great responsibility" for any further military clashes
in the region, and expressed continuing support for the "sovereignty and integrity"
of Yugoslavia.

The statements were carried by the Voice of Russia World Service, the
official broadcasting service of the Russian government. NATO itself is at risk in the
clash between Serbs and ethnic Albanians. Greece, a NATO ally and traditional
friend of the United States, recently reaffirmed its close ties with Yugoslavia --
including military ties.

Turkey, another NATO member, although technically a secular state,
shares religious ties with the Muslim ethnic Albanians. Observers note that a sud-
den eruption of warfare in the region could pull the Greeks and the Turks, who for
centuries occupied the entire Balkan peninsula, into the fighting -- but on opposite
sides.

Kosovo has been administered by UNMIK since the end of NATO's 78-
day air war against Yugoslavia in 1999.

Moscow has consistently and bitterly accused NATO and UNMIK of
favoritism toward the ethnic Albanians, who seek to separate Kosovo from
Yugoslav control. Russia has never wavered in its support of Yugoslavia's claims
to Kosovo -- even after the fall of the Milosevic regime last October.

During the mid-April visit of Yugoslav Prime Minister Zoran Zizic to
Moscow, Russian Foreign Minister Igor lvanov reaffirmed that Russia is "an old
friend of Yugoslavia." Zizic responded that Yugoslavia places "special emphasis on
Moscow's support.” Russia "offered broad cooperation” to Yugoslavia during Zizic's
visit.

Another old Milosevic friend, the Peoples Republic of China, is continu-
ing its friendship with Yugoslavia. While Zizic was in Moscow, the Yugoslav Vice
Premier, Miroljub Labus, was in Beijing, ensuring continued economic relations
between China and Yugoslavia.

"Concrete steps for continuing earlier commenced cooperation" were
agreed upon during the talks, according to Radio Yugoslavia, the official broad-
casting service of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. Both Russia and Yugoslavia
quickly expressed anger at UNMIK' self-government plan. The new Kosovo consti-
tutional framework includes an executive with a president and prime minister, an
elected assembly and a court system independent of the Yugoslav judiciary.
Elections to fill the posts provided in the self-rule document will be held in
November.

Moscow claims that the self-rule provisions will evolve into "full-fledged
constitutional organs," resulting in Kosovo finally declaring independence. No
regional government now in power in the Balkans supports any change in
the region's borders, the product of years of bitter ethnic strife.

While both Moscow and Belgrade charge that the new Kosovo charter
runs counter to U.N. Resolution 1244, which affirms Kosovo's ties to Yugoslavia,
UNMIK states that it is acting within proper guidelines for the establishment of an
autonomous Kosovo, as previously stipulated in agreements ending NATO's air
war. One of the Albanian representatives attending the charter signing was
Ibrahim Rugova, a long-time advocate of ethnic Albanian political power in
Kosovo.

In March 2001, Rugova traveled to Germany seeking to explain "the reality of
Kosovo" to German political leaders, while advocating "the independence of
Kosovo as soon as possible," as reported by Deutsche Welle, the official
broadcasting service of the German government.
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In war, be wary of judgment

Former Sen. Bob Kerrey has done America a service by
speaking honestly about his Vietham War Experiences.

He did whatever he did in Vietnam,but we sent him there to do
it. Kerrey was a decent man caught in a terrible war. Most of
us have asked ourselves how we would have behaved in a
similar situation. If we are honest, most of us would answer,
“I'm not sure.”

Remembers that the United States has set itself up as a judge
of people from other countries caught in wars. We have initi-
ated the Hague Tribunal and demanded that indicted people
be brought up before it as criminals, particularly people from

the Balkans - Serbs, Croats and Muslims. Up until now, many
Americans tended to regard the Balkan people as fundamen-
tally different from Americans. We are supposedly decent,
kindly people; they are primitive savages.”

Let Bob Kerrey's story serve as a reminder to us all. War, buy
its very nature, is cruel.

Rather than a vindictive Hague Tribunal, | would like to see a
Truth and Reconciliation Commission such as the one in
South Africa. The Balkan people should preside just as
Bishop Desmond Tutu, a South African, has presided. Let
Americans get out of the role as the judges of all the world. We
are just human, and we can also err.

Suzanne Jenkins, Mountain View, CA
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This report was submitted to the Foreign Affairs Committee of the British Parliament by S.U.C. director
Radomir Putnikovich from London. We will reprint the Report in two parts.

FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
Fourth Report

KOSOVO

Volume I

Minutes of Evidence and Appendices
Ordered by The House of Commons to be printed 23 May 2000

APPENDIX 38 - Memorandum submitted by the Serbian Unity Congress

1. The main reason for the continuing crisis in the former Yugoslavia is because a great number of the leaders and
decision makers in the West, including the media, were ill informed and generally ignorant of historical or geopolitical facts of
the Balkans. This has been proved time and again, both in direct and indirect contact with this organization. These very lead-
ers and decision makers are now entrusted in finding a solution to the problems in the Serbian Province of Kosovo.

2. It is not only the ethnic Albanians who suffered in the recent civil war in Kosovo. The Serbs and Montenegrins have
been ethnically cleansed from Kosovo throughout the century. At the beginning of the 1900’s the demographical ratio in
Kosovo was three to one in favor of the Serbs. Between 1880 until 1905 the Austrian-Hungarian Empire encouraged the
Albanians to uproot the Serbs and an estimated 150,000 Serbs and Montenegrins were expelled from the region of Kosovo in
1921 revealing that the number of Albanians and Serbs were nearly equal. In fact in favor of the Serbs 52 per cent - 48 per
cent. The demographical ratio first became unbalanced during the Second World War when under iTalian occupation around
10,000 Serbs and Montenegrins were murdered by Albanian fascists and further 17,000 were expelled. Secondly in 1945-46
when Tito’s Communist Government opened the border between Kosovo and Albania and an estimated 320,000 Albanians
came from Albania and settled in Kosovo.

3. Albanian extremists had separatist aims well before 1989, when the autonomous status was taken from Kosovo.
The ethnic Albanians refused to take part in a census since 1971, as they want the world to think that there are more of them
in Kosovo than there actually are. In demonstrations in Pristina between 1972-74 Kosovo separatists asked for a “Kosovo
Republic”, with great hostility and in a provocative manner declaring that they would take Kosovo from Serbia by any means
possible, including overwhelming the Serbs by their birth rate. In the 1970’s the Albanian birth rate in Kosovo was much high-
er than anywhere in the former Yugoslavia, and indeed, the highest in Europe.

4, Tito's Communist Government made a number of unjust decisions against the Serbs in favour of the Schiptars. One
of these was that Serbs who had been expelled from Kosovo by Albanian extremists during the Second World War were not
allowed to go back to their homes. Since the 1960’s the ethnic Albanians in Kosovo had their own schools, universities, pub-
lishing houses, their own radio and television station which broadcast in the Albanian language, a Society of Albanian authors,
they even had their own Academy of Art and Science. Despite all this they wanted their own republic, their own
state.Notwithstanding the above, from the very beginning of the tension in Kosovo the American and present British
Government unreservedly took the side of the Albanians.

5. Before the civil war in the former Yugoslavia started in 1991, 24 different nationalities lived in Yugoslavia. That situa-
tion remains today. While NATO bombs were falling on Serbia not less than 56,000 Albanians were living amicably alongside
the Serbs in Belgrade. For this reason it is absurd to maintain that the Serbian Government and Serbs as a nation planned
and executed “ethnic cleansing” on a grand scale in Kosovo or anywhere else. It was a civil war, and as in any war, sadly, one
extreme brings another.

6. The international community failed to detect the ethnic nationalism and aims of the Kosovo separatists. Their strate-
gy was to provoke the Serbian Security forces to such an extent that they had to retaliate, which meant that a humanitarian
crisis ensued, and NATO intervention became called for. Albania has been politically unstable since 1995, the northern part
bordering with Kosovo was out of control of the Government of Tirana. An extensive and continuous flow of arms, ammuni-
tion, and terrorists went from Albania into Yugoslavia. Nationalistic tension and separatist aspirations in Kosovo were fuelled
by this.

7. UN security Council Resolution 1160 sanctioned the supply of weapons to all sides in this conflict. The embargo was
not applied to Albania. Albanian’s diaspora were sending arms and substantial funds to the terrorists in Kosovo, some being
proceeds of drug trafficking, with the full knowledge of the American Government. Mr. Carl Bildt, the former peace mediator in
Bosnia Hercegovina, in January 1999, said: “ One of the main preconditions to stabilise the situation in Kosovo is to establish
complete control of the Yugoslav-Albanian border and northern Albania where the bases of Albanians separatists are”.

8. American Intelligence agents have now admitted what was recently publicised in the media, that they helped to train
the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) before NATO bombed Yugoslavia. Mr. William Walker, previously the American
Ambassador in El Salvador, who once organised shipment of arms to Nicaraguan Contras under cover of humanitarian
aid and was implicated in connection with Oliver North, on 24 February 1999 wrote a letter to our Organization as the chief
of the OSCE Mission in Kosovo: “... | do have great respect for the men and women who serve in the United States
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Intelligence Community. It, like other governments’ intelligence services has a role in development of a government'’s for-
eign policy.” Events prior to the bombing of Yugoslavia in particular the alleged “massacre” in Racak, and other under
cover activities, of Mr. William Walker in Kosovo, have shown that the American Government from the beginning of the
civil war in Yugoslavia had its own agenda to de-stabilise Yugoslavia and get a foothold into the Balkans. The United States
now have in Kosovo one of their biggest military bases in Europe. They are currently training former KLA activists, near
Urosevac. Now only a fraction of the news of what is really going on in Kosovo reache the public.

9. Yugoslav Government has tried over a period of time to find a peaceful and long-lasting solution for Kosovo.
Indeed months before negotiations in Rambouillet the former Yugoslav Government sent delegations to Pristina 36 times to
start meaningful negotiations with the ethnic Albanians. This was ignored by the Albanian separatists as they were by then
already receiving moral and substantial financial support from their diaspora in Germany, Switzerland and the United
States.

10. Th proposals in Rambouillet were presented to the Yugoslav delegation as a “take it or leave it” package, with
most parts being non-negotiable. The former Secretary of State Dr. Henry Kissinger said: “The terms negotiated in
Rambouillet guaranteed huge bloodshed before it started. These demands could not have been met even by a more rea-
sonable regime”. Had the proposal been accepted it would have taken away the sovereignty from Yugoslavia. That is why
the Government of Yugoslavia could not accept it, which had broad support of Serbs in the country and diaspora. The
degree of autonomy proposed in Rambouillet by the West, would have meant that Kosovo after three years and a refer-
endum would become a separate state.

11. Since NATO entered Kosovo on 12 June 1999, the border between Albania and Kosovo has not been properly
guarded and in some places is completely open. We have information that a great number of Albanians, as many as
70,000 from Albania proper have infiltrated into Kosovo, and now live there. It is some of these who are involved in the
criminal activities and drug trafficking in Kosovo.

12. Intervention in Yugoslavia by the British and NATO Governments was illegal. The United Nations Charter, Clause
2. makes it clear that if there is a threat to peace, the Security Council is the only body who can authorize the taking of
military action. Bombing commenced, and only then was the matter brought to the Security Council for full consideration.
The North Atlantic Treaty in its constitution pledges to uphold the United Nations Charter. In addition to breaking the United
Nations Charter, the British Government and the countries of NATO are in violation of the 1980 Vienna Convention of the
Law of the Treaties, which forbids coercion and forces to compel any state to sign a Treaty Agreement. Also, NATO was in
violation of the Helsinki Accords Final Act of 1975 which guarantees the territorial borders of the states of Europe. The
Security Council Resolution 1160 sanctioned the shipment of arms and ammunition into Kosovo. Enforcement of that
Accord would have been the stabilising factor on the border with Yugoslavia which the British Government did nothing to
enforce. Most people in Yugoslavia of whatever political persuasion regard the intervention of NATO and the bombing of
Yugoslavia as an act of aggression and crminality. (To be continued in our next issue)

¢ IN MEMORY ¢

Nick A. Lalich, 85, helped OSS
rescue airmen in Yugoslavia

Nick A. Lalich ( member of S.U.C.) an unsung hero of World War Il who repeatedly risked
his life to rescue downed Allied airmen in Yugoslavia, died Friday in Baltimore. Lalich,
85, who grew up in Cleveland, is credited with leading a secret operation that evacuat-
ed at least 500 Americans and 250 other Allied servicemen from German-occupied
Yugoslavia while serving with the Office of Strategic Services, the forerunner of the CIA.
Lalich flew on C-47 transport planes that made night landings in farm fields to pick up the
stranded airmen. He worked with the Chetnik resistance fighters and was close to
Gen. Draza Mihailovich.

In 1995, Lalich returned to Serbia with two pilots who have been rescued by the Chetniks, to commemorate the 50th anniver-
sary of the German surrender. As they traveled through towns, people heard American flyers were returning cheered them
from the roadside. They celebrated the anniversary with a crowd of 50,000 on a mountaintop where Mihailovich had decleard
his resistance to the Germans in 1941

Over the years, Lalich gave many speeches across the country about the contributions Serbian-Americans made to the
war effort. He credited the Serbian resistance with tying up 30 Nazi divisions that otherwise would have been used else-
where against the Allies

Lalich is survived by a daughter, Stephanie L. Adams; a brother; two sisters; and a granddaughter.
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SUC MISSION STATEMENT
Serbian Unity Congress is an organization of Serbs and their friends, created to:
- Garner the talents, skills and capabilities of Serbs and their friends in Diaspora in order to assist and facilitate
positive economic, social and cultural change in Serbian Lands.
- Inform and influence the public opinion at large and decision makers world wide about the true goals and
aspirations of Serbian people.
- Assure the future of Serbian people and their descendents by preserving Serbian heritage.

Bulletin Editorial Committee: M. Milenkovich, R. Putnikovich, J. Kolarovich
S U. C. Bulletin - Printed by the Central Office
Jelena Kolarovich, Director
PMB 352 - 17216 Saticoy St. - Van Nuys, CA 91406 - Fax (818) 902-9891
E-mail: jknapa@pacbell.net - visit SUC Home Page: http://www.serbianunity.net
Some articles provided in this bulletin do not have the permission of the copyright by owner, but are being offered
for comment, criticism, and research under the "fair use" provisions of the federal copyright laws.

The SUC Bulletin is distributed in the following countries:
Argentina, Australia, Belgium, BiH, Brazil, Canada, Montenegro, Croatia, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Denmark,
England, France, Finland, Germany, Greece, Holland, Hungary, ltaly, Japan, Kuwait, Macedonia, Mexico,
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EMIL VLAJKI LECTURE - Santa Monica, CA
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